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PREFACE. 


Circular  issued  by  the  Executive  Committee  previous  to  the  Sixth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


Pittsburgh,  September  4th,  1873. 

Dear  Brethren : 

On  the  eve  of  the  Convention  we  deem  it  advisable  to  send  you  one  last 
word  of  reminder  and  of  greeting. 

;Our  State  gatherings  have  steadily  grown  in  importance,  and  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  the  influence  of  the  Johnstown  meeting  will  surpass  that  of  any 
previously  held.  Deep  interest  in  it  has  been  manifested  in  every  section  of 
the  State,  and  every  endeavor  made  to  prepare  fully  for  it.  Above  all, 
prayer  has  been  made  that  the  preparation  of  heart,  which  is  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit,  may  be  conspicuously  manifested. 

The  arrangements  for  the  meetings  will,  of  course,  be  left  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  and  its  Business  Committee,  but  in  order  that  all  the  time  may  be  im¬ 
proved,  Mr.  Wanamaker,  the  President  of  the  Carlisle  Convention,  has  been 
requested  to  take  the  full  charge  of  the  opening  meeting  and  to  shape  its 
earliest  deliberation  and  thought.  This  meeting  will  convene  at  3  o’clock, 
Tuesday  afternoon,  Sept.  16th.  The  welcome  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  evening.  On  Wednesday  morning,  we  suggest  that  the  Executive 
Committee’s  report  be  presented,  and  that  every  delegation  appoint  one  of  its 
number  beforehand,  to  present,  in  the  briefest  possible  manner,  the  salient 
points  of  the  home  work  for  the  year. 

Delegates  are  specially  requested  to  present  to  the  Business  Committee  of 
the  Convention,  topics  for  discussion.  Among  these  we  suggest, 

Importance  of  fraternal  and  regular  visitation  among  neighboring  Associations. 
Methods  of  reaching  and  influencing  boys. 

The  blessing  of  discouragements. 

The  varied  use  of  the  Word  of  God — 

in  Bible  Classes,  Prayer  Meetings, 

Private  Devotions,  Family  and  Social  Intercourse. 

Ministers  and  Christian  workers  where  no  Associations  exist,  have  been 
cordially  invited  by  the  Johnstown  brethren  to  be  present,  and  the  Executive 
Committee,  in  behalf  of  the  Associations  of  the  whole  State,  heartily  join 
in  the  invitation. 

That  our  deliberations  may  be  of  practical  value,  that  glory  may  come  to 
the  Master  through  this  meeting,  and  that  blessed  results  to  His  people  may 
follow,  directly  and  indirectly,  is  our  fervent  prayer. 

For  the  Committee, 

II.  K.  PORTER,  Chairman, 

S.  A.  TAGGART,  Gen’l  Sec. 


THE 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF  THE 


YOUNG  IEFS  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  YYung  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  of  Pennsylvania,  was  held  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Sep¬ 
tember,  16th,  17th,  and  18th,  1873. 

The  Convention  met  on  Tuesday,  September  16th.  at  3  o’clock 
P.  M.,  in  the  Opera  House,  and  was  called  to  order  by  John 
Wanamaker.  of  Philadelphia,  President  of  the  Carlisle  Con¬ 
vention. 

On  motion,  J.  Me w ton  Deeter,  of  Harrisburg,  was  appointed 
Secretary  pro-tem. 

A  few  moments  were  spent  in  silent  prayer,  when  Professor 
Johnson  sang  in  subdued  tone,  “Come  Holy  Spirit,  Heavenly 
Dove,”  after  which  the  Lord’s  Prayer  was  repeated. 

Geo.  L.  Rippard,  of  Wilkesbarre,  offered  a  resolution  directing 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  nine  on  Permanent  Organi¬ 
zation,  and  that  the  special  order  of  business  at  5  o’clock  be  to 
receive  their  report. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  following  were  named  by 
the  Chair  as  the  Committee : 

Committee. — G.  S.  Rippard.  Wilkesbarre;  Dr.  Shearer,  York; 
L.  W.  Deetrich,  Cliambersburg;  J.  E.  C'arsell,  Ht.  Joy;  Martin 
Stutzman,  Harrisburg;  J.  C.  Stock,  Carlisle;  Major  E.  W. 
Matthews,  Foxburgh;  J.  R.  Rote,  Danville;  Dr.  C.  Sheridan, 
Johnstown. 

The  Committee  were  granted  leave  to  retire. 

W.  Davis,  of  Plymouth,  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  appointing  the  Reception  Committee  of  the  Johnstown 
Association,  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  requesting  them 
to  report  as  soon  as  convenient,  the  number  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates  present  at  the  Convention. 
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On  motion  of  Thomas  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia,  a  Committee 
of  five  on  Temporary  Business,  -was  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  report  immediately:  after  .the  'opening  devotional  services  in 
the  evening. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  such  Committee  : 

Committee: — Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia;  David  Foss, 
York;  B.  W.  Cribble,  Mt.  .Toy;  L.  Q.  Brown,  Pleasantville ;  W. 
B.  Reed,  Chambersburg. 

The  103rd  Psalm  was  read  by  Rev.  J.  TV.  Edie,  of  Bbensburg. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kedie,  of  Waynesboro,  led  in  prayer,  in  which  all 
united. 

“All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name”  was  heartily  sung,  the 
members  of  the  Convention  standing. 

Rev.  Mr.  Barnett,  of  Connellsburg,  read  the  first  nine  verses 
of  the  2nd  Chapter  of  the  First  Epistle  of  Peter. 

Professor  Johnson  sang,  “  Cast  your  net  on  the  other  side,” 
also,  “My  soul  be  on  thy  guard,”  in  which  the  Convention  joined. 

The  Chair  addressed  some  very  appropriate  remarks  to  the 
Convention,  which  were  followed  by  an  interesting  and  very 
profitable  Scripture  exercise. 

At  5  o’clock,  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization, 
having  returned,  submitted  their  report,  through  the  Chairman, 
G.  S.  Rippard,  as  follows : 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

President. 

D.  E.  SMALL,  York. 
Vice-Presidents. 

James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg, 

II.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg, 

Dr.  ,T.  R.  Caldwell,  Johnstown, 

Maj  or  E.  W.  Matthews,  Foxburgh, 
Samuel  Davenport,  Erie. 

Secretary. 

Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 

Assistant  Secretaries. 

II.  C.  Demming,  Harrisburg, 

E.  II.  Blair,  Williamsport. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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The  President  elect  was  introduced  to  the  Convention  by  the 
retiring  President  in  a  few  very  happy  remarks,  which  were 
appropriately  responded  to. 

The  evening  programme  was  then  announced,  and  the  exer¬ 
cises  were  closed  with  singing.  “Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,” 
followed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Welch,  of  Huntingdon,  and 
the  benediction  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Barnett  of  Connellsville. 

EVENING  SESSION — WELCOME  MEETING. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  was  held  at  7f  o’clock,  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  which  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Hr. 
Sheriden,  President  of  the  Johnstown  Association,  presided. 

After  an  anthem  by  the  choir,  the  congregation  joined  in  sing¬ 
ing  the  100th  Psalm. 

The  Scriptures  were  then  read  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Swaney,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  M.  P.  Hoyle. 

The  Chair  then  introduced  Cyrus  Elder,  Esq.,  who  delivered 
the  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Johnstown. 

Address  of  Cyrus  Elder,  Esq. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

In  welcoming  you  to  our  city,  I  have  the  hope  that  the  time 
you  spend  here  may  be  pleasant  to  you,  as  I  know  it  will  be 
profitable  to  our  people.  Our  city,  like  all  manufacturing  places, 
puts  the  worst  side  outward,  and  may  appear  at  first  unattrac¬ 
tive  to  visitors,  but  it  wears  well,  and  I  believe  you  will  like  it 
better  the  longer  you  stay. 

It  has  little  to  show  in  the  way  of  architecture,  for  its  streets 
are  not  imposing  nor  its  edifices  costly.  It  is  a  city  of  comfort¬ 
able,  and,  1  am  glad  to  say,  Christian  homes,  and  the  inhabitants 
are  more  generally  the  owners  of  their  dwellings,  than  in  any 
other  place  of  the  same  importance.  We  have  a  pleasant  situa¬ 
tion,  near  enough  to  the  mountain  to  enjoy  its  wholesome  airs. 
We  are  surrounded  by  its  running  waters,  and,  if  you  find  time, 
as  I  trust  you  will,  to  climb  the  hills  which  overlook  us,  you  will 
be  gratified  by  large  prospects  of  singular  beauty. 

Our  population  is  composed  of  various  nationalities,  professing 
different  creeds,  but  living  together  in  great  harmony.  In  seve¬ 
ral  years  past,  there  has  been  during  most  of  the  time,  no  court 
open  for  the  trial  of  offences,  and,  as  it  was  when  there  was  no 
king  in  Israel,  every  man  did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes, 
yet  no  crimes  of  a  serious  character,  and  few  of  any  grade,  have 
been  perpetrated,  and  the  rights  of  person  and  property  have 
been  carefully  respected. 

The  general  regard  for  law  and  order  which  characterizes  our 
community  is  one  of  the  wholesome  results  of  industry.  To  be 
■diligent  in  an  honest  business  is  one  way  of  serving  the  Lord, 
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and  it  is  very  certain  to  keep  a  man  from  serving  the  devil. 
There  is  labor  here  for  all,  and  work  is  honorable.  We  have 
few  idlers  or  loafers,  no  rowdyism,  and  comparatively  little  dissi¬ 
pation.  It  is  the  workman  who  gives  the  tone  to  society ;  men 
are  valued  for  what  they  know  and  what  they  can  do,  and  the 
roughly-clad,  grimy,  and  stalwart  men  you  will  see  going-' about 
our  streets,  are  the  most  respected  of  our  citizens,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  of  their  intrinsic  worth,  but  also  because  they  enjoy  the 
largest  incomes — a  distinction  which  saint  and  sinner  alike  ap¬ 
preciate. 

Our  Welsh  citizens  are  all  Protestant,  and,  to  a  man,  are 
church  members.  They  have  three  churches,  of  various  denomi¬ 
nations,  which  may  not  fully  accommodate  their  different  creeds, 
for  every  Welshman  is  a  student  of  Scripture,  and  is  apt  to  have 
original  views  in  theology.  They  conduct  their  services  in  their 
own  tongue,  and  their  Bibles,  hymn-books,  and  church  literature, 
are  printed  in  their  own  language. 

Our  very  large  Irish  population,  here  as  elsewhere,  adheres  to 
the  Bo  man  Catholic  faith,  and  they  show  a  devotion  to  the  ob¬ 
servances  of  their  religion  which  those  who  profess  other  creeds 
rarely  exhibit.  Our  German  citizens,  who  are  numerous  and 
influential,  are  divided  into  Catholic  and  Lutheran,  the  former 
largely  predominating.  The  colored  people  of  the  place  have  a 
Methodist  Church  organization,  lately  formed,  which  deserves 
and  will  receive  encouragement  from  the  community. 

Six  contiguous  boroughs,  under  separate  governments,  which 
constituted  the  city  of  Johnstown  when  the  census  of  1870  was 
taken,  contained  then  a  population  of  13,035,  now  very  largely 
increased,  and  certainly  more  than  18,000  souls.  Our  score  of 
churches  are  constantly  doing;  a  great  work,  yet  the  field  is  not 
full;  there  is  room  for  missionary  labors,  and  especially  for  such 
work  as  your  Association  is  fitted  to  accomplish.  It  is  not  within 
my  province  to  speak  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
of  Johnstown.  You  will  hear  from  its  representatives  what  it 
has  done,  and  what  it  proposes  to  do,  and  I  hope  and  believe 
that  the  encouragement  of  your  friendly  visit  will  greatly 
strengthen  its  hands  and  enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  am  charged  by  Cambria 
Iron  Company  with  a  special  invitation  to  the  members  of  the 
Convention  to  visit  its  rolling  mill  and  steel  works,  now  employ- 
ing  in  all  departments  of  service  5,000  men,  and  turning  out  1,800 
tons  of  iron  and  steel  rails  weekly. 

Asking  you,  gentlemen,  to  make  yourselves  at  home  with  us,, 
and  promising  you  such  attention  as  the  exacting  nature  of  our 
industries  will  allow,  I  welcome  you  heartily  to  Johnstown  in. 
the  name  of  its  citizens. 

The  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  churches  was  deliv¬ 
ered  bv  Bev.  Dr.  Endslev.  as  follows  : 


Address  of  Rev.  Dr.  Endsley. 


In  view  of  what  has  preceded,  I  hardly  know  where  I  am, 
what  my  status  is,  and  whether  I  have  any  identity.  Mr.  Elder, 
in  his  eloquent  words  of  welcome,  lawyer  like,  has  managed*  his 
case  so  admirably,  and  with  so  much  generosity,  as  to  include 
me  and  the  party  for  whom  I  am  to  speak,  and  numbered  all 
among  his  clients.  I  am,  therefore,  somewhat  in  the  predica¬ 
ment  of  the  old  market  lady,  of  whom  all  have  read  in  their 
younger  days,  who  during  a  little  nap  by  the  wayside,  was  so 
metamorphosed,  that  on  awakening  she  was  perplexed  to  know 
whether  it  was  she  or  somebody  else.  Now,  my  perplexity  is  to- 
know  if  I  am  a  citizen  or  not.  Reflection  convinces  me  the 
speech  of  my  eloquent  friend  is  right,  for  the  larger  always  in¬ 
cludes  the  smaller.  Church  members  are  citizens,  just  as  active 
members  of  Christian  Associations  are  within  and  not  outside  of 
the  Church.  And  as  membership  in  such  associations  does  not 
vitiate  membership  in  the  Church,  so  membership  in  the  Church 
does  not  destroy  the  rights  and  duties  of  citizenship. 

In  welcoming  the  brethren  of  the  Association,  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  our  Evangelical  Churches,  I  do  so  heartily  for 
many  reasons,  two  or  three  of  which  I  will  merely  glance  at. 

First  of  all,  because  of  the  honored  name  your  Association 
bears.  When  worthily  borne,  as  we  believe  it  is  hi  your  case,  it 
is  a  passport  into  the  best  society  the  world  contains.  Had  you 
come  in  the  name  of  philanthropy  merely — of  a  reformatory 
organization — or  in  the  interests  of  agriculture,  or  of  mechanics, 
or  of  manufactures,  or  in  the  name  of  philosophy,  or  of  science, 
you  would  be  entitled  to  a  hearty  welcome.  How  much  more 
warmly  should  wTe  greet  you,  coming  as  you  do  in  the  name  and 
interests  of  our  common  Christianity  ? 

Second.  Because  of  the  specific  object  of  your  organization. 
In  your  constitution  I  read  that  you  are  banded  together  for  the 
“  improvement  of  the  spiritual,  mental,  and  social  condition  of 
young  men.”  An  object  that  commends  itself  to  the  sympathies 
of  all  good  men. 

Third.  Because  of  your  history.  Some  years  ago  a  leading 
European  journalist  tauntingly  said  our  nation  had  no  history. 
One  of  our  own  statesmen  replied,  that  no  country  had  ever 
made  history  so  grandly  and  rapidly.  So  wTe  say  of  your  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Though  quite  young  in  years,  you  have  a  glorious  his¬ 
tory — you  have  made  a  record  you  may  well  be  proud  of — we 
have  watched  your  doings,  have  made  notes  of  your  noble  deeds, 
not  only  amid  the  peaceful  scenes  of  life,  but  amid  the  strife  and 
conflict  on  the  gory  field  of  battle.  You  ministered  to  the 
wounded  and  cheered  the  dying.  Like  angels  you  comforted 
in  the  hospital,  at  home,  and  abroad.  You  have  shielded  young 
men  when  sorely  tempted  in  towns  and  cities.  You  have  res- 
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cued  and  saved.  Put  good  literature  into  their  hands,  and  the 
spirit  of  religion  into  their  souls.  You  have  counseled  wisely — 
found  honorable  employment  for  thousands,  and  lovingly  thrown 
.around  the  young  your  arms,  and  led  them  to  the  temples  of  the 
living  God. 

But  aside  from  this,  your  specific  work,  you  have  done  great 
good  incidentally.  Your  work  in  this  regard  has  been  two-fold. 

First,  you  have  brought  about  a  closer  union  between  pidpit 
and  pew.  F ormerly  these  were  too  far  apart ;  there  was  too  little 
sympathy  between  them.  Too  often  ministers  are  regarded  with 
a  superstitious  awe ;  invested  with  a  character  that  does  not  be¬ 
long  to  them  ;  looked  up  to  as  t  hough  they  were  not  of  our  common 
humanity, — not  men  of  like  passions  with  all  other  men.  Re¬ 
garded  as  having  all  the  good  work  to  do.  Ministers  ought  to 
be  good  and  devoted,  and  so  ought  the  laity.  There  ought  to  be 
active  co-operation.  To  illustrate :  Churches  used  to  be  so  con¬ 
structed  that  there  was  but  little  in  common  between  the  pulpit 
and  pew ;  great  space  between  them.  Pulpits  were  high,  re¬ 
quiring  a  flight  of  several  steps  to  reach  them.  Then  a  formid¬ 
able  breast-work  was  thrown  up,  and  the  benches  were  corres¬ 
pondingly  high,  so  that  the  preacher  had  to  stand  on  tip-toe,  and 
peep  over  at  the  tops  of  the  people’s  heads.  Thus  they  seldom 
got  down  to  their  hearts.  Pulpits  have  been  razed,  space  anni¬ 
hilated,  and  thus  ministers  and  laity  come  into  closer  contact. 
The  laity  through  your  organization  have  been  put  to  work. 
You  have  developed  the  latent  talent  of  our  membership.  It  is 
a  great  law  of  religion  that  he  that  would  live  spiritually  must 
work. 

Jn  the  second  place,  you  have  done  much  to  destroy  the  un¬ 
seemly  partition  wall  of  bigotry  that  so  long  loomed  up  to  heaven 
between  denominations.  Not  up  to  God’s  heaven  of  love,  but  to 
the  heaven  of  bigots,  having  no  more  existence  than  the  imagin¬ 
ary  one  of  Mohammed.  Every  sect  had  its  Shibboleth  ;  and  like 
the  Gileadites  at  Jordan,  who  required  the  Ephraimites  to  so 
pronounce  it  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  each  sect  made  a  similar 
demand  of  each  other.  And  because  some  like  the  Ephraimites 
could  not  so  call  it,  many  were  violently  treated.  Too  often  has 
denominational  warfare  killed  its  hundreds  religiously. 

You  have  done  much,  by  coming  in  contact  with  one  another, 
to  bring  about  a  better  and  more  Christian  feeling.  With  malice 
toward  none,  and  charity  for  all,  let  me  say,  you  have  done  good 
to  our  Presbyterian  friends.  Respectability  was  long  a  hobby 
with  them,  and  they  were  everlastingly  doing  things  “  decently 
and  in  order,”  and  to  such  an  extent  that  they  had  but  little 
sympathy  with  those  who  sometimes  let  their  zeal  get  the  better 
part  of  their  judgment.  Then  our  Lutheran  brethren,  being 
very  church ly,  were  disposed  to  a  good  deal  of  red-tape  form¬ 
ality.  And  while  your  influence  on  these  two  great  denomina- 
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tions  has  materially  modified  them,  you  have  taken  a  good  deal 
of  the  exclusiveness  out  of  many  of  our  Baptist  friends.  And 
coming  to  my  own  Church,  the  Methodist  fraternity,  I  must  say 
you  have  helped  to  knock  a  good  deal  of  the  noise  and  egotism 
out  of  us.  We  now  see  that  people  who  do  not  make  nearly  as 
much  fuss  about  their  religion  can  be  quite  as  spiritual  as  we  are. 

We  are  now  seeing  more  clearly — seeing  eye  to  eye  a  little 
more  than  in  former  years ;  have  more  of  the  spirit  of  Barnabas, 
who  when  sent  by  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  to  inquire  into  the 
revival  at  Antioch,  “  was  made  glad  when  he  saw  the  grace  of 
God,”  and  without  asking  by  whose  agency,  or  by  what  means 
and  forms  the  work  was  brought  about,  exhorted  them  all  to 
cleave  to  the  Lord.  Now,  we  do  not  ask  whether  Presbyterian, 
or  Lutheran,  or  Baptist  or  Methodistic  doctrines  and  usages  were 
preached  and  observed  ;  if  we  see  evidence  that  sinners  are  saved, 
we  rejoice,  and  hail  each  other  as  fellow-workers  in  the  vineyard 
of  our  Lord. 

A  few  years  ago  two  conventions  of  Christians,  held  respect¬ 
ively  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  by  aid  of  telegraph  in  con¬ 
cert,  sang  the  doxology.  What  was  the  occasion  ?  It  Avas  about 
the  time  the  laity  were  holding  daily  prayer  meetings.  A  great 
interest  was  awakened ;  thousands  were  converted.  The  hearts 
of  those  composing  the  conventions  were  full  of  religion,  and 
New  York  responded  in  songs  of  praise  to  Philadelphia.  And 
now,  brethren,  seeing  what  God  has  wrought,  we  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  telegraphic  wires  shall  reach  all  sections  of  our 
globe,  and  when  the  last  sinner  shall  be  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of 
God,  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world,  and  then  in  concert 
shall  all  below  the  skies  join  in  the  universal  doxology,  “  Halle¬ 
lujah  !  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth.”  While  welcoming 
you  in  the  name  of  our  Christian  Churches,  we  pray  that  the 
benediction  of  the  Most  High  may  be  upon  you. 

The  Johnstown  Association  welcomed  the  Convention  through 
the  Rev.  R.  A.  Fink,  who  said: 

Address  of  Rev.  R.  A.  Fink. 

Beloved  Brethren : — I  am  sure  that  after  listening  to  the  very 
eloquent,  appropriate,  and  excellent  speeches  of  those  that  have 
preceded  me,  you  can  have  no  doubt  of  your  being  welcome  in 
the  city  of  Johnstown. 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Johnstown,  have 
seen  fit  to  elect  a  young  man  of  about  fifty  years  of  age  to  wel¬ 
come  you  in  their  behalf.  There  is  probably  a  fitness  in  this. 
It  brings  to  our  mind  a  prominent  characteristic  of  our  Christian 
life.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  the  Christian  life  we  do  not 
grow  old. 

Though  we  advance  in  years  our  hearts  are  young  and  warm, 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  Master  infuses  life  and  energy  into  us. 
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We  welcome  you  among  us  as  co-laborers.  We  welcome  you 
because  you  have  come  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Master,  not  only 
having  Him  with  you,  but  in  you,  and  have  come  to  work  and 
pray  for  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

As  to  the  work  of  our  Association  here,  we  are  a  band  of 
about  seventy.  We  have  occupied  the  ground  for  some  time, 
and  have  had  some  days  of  gloom  and  sadness,  and  other  days  of 
prosperity  and  hope.  We  have  never  surrendered,  have  never 
been  driven  from  the  field.  We  have  got  into  a  good  position 
from  which  we  can  not  only  see  the  enemy,  but  from  which  we 
can  direct  our  efforts  against  them.  There  we  stand  to-day. 
And  this  morning  when  we  looked  out  and  saw  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  coming,  we  rejoiced.  We  want  your  prayers  and  your 
counsel,  and  we  cordially  welcome  you  as  co-workers.  May 
Christ  be  in  us  all,  and  may  our  aim  be  the  conquest  of  the 
world  for  Christ.  Let  us  look  up  to  the  banner  under  which  we 
have  enlisted,  and  seeing  the  name  of  Jesus  there,  seeing  the 
blood-stained  Cross  there,  let  it  be  the  language  of  all  our  hearts 
“ In  hoc  signo  vinces." 

The  following  song  of  welcome,  composed  by  .].  0.  Berkey,  of 
the  Johnstown  Association,  was  sun 2;: 

We  welcome  you  here,  dear  brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  names  have  been  known  to  us  long  ; 

We  meet  you  to-day  with  a  ready  right  hand, 

And  greet  you  with  gladness  and  song. 

CHORUS. 

Then  welcome,  dear  friends,  welcome  to  all, 

Welcome,  welcome  to  all; 

May  God’s  richest  blessings,  while  you  shall  meet  here, 

Rest,  and  abide  upon  all. 

We  welcome  you  here  from  mountain  and  vale, 

From  city,  and  Tillage,  and  town  ; 

Our  labor  of  love  many  millions  will  bless, 

Who  in  heaven  will  wear  the  bright  crown. 

As  we  have  met  here  each  other  to  greet, 

Kind  hearts  with  strange  faces  we  see : 

But  Jesus,  supreme,  reigns  over  us  all, 

Amen  !  Amen,  so  let  it  be. 

Then  welcome  to  all,  may  our  meeting  to-day 
Be  long  to  our  memories  dear  ; 

And  may  it  be  granted,  we  earnestly  pray. 

In  heaven  meet  all  who  are  here. 

1).  E.  Small,  President  of  the  Convention,  responded  to  the 
earnest  words  of  welcome  : 
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Address  op  D.  E.  Small,  Esq. 

I  feel  embarrassed  at  standing  before  this  audience,  and  in  this 
pulpit,  a  plain,  working  young  man,  I  bad  almost  said.  I  trust 
my  heart  has  not  grown  old.  But  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  well  as 
great  privilege,  to  say  a  word  here  to-night  in  response  to  these 
more  than  thrice  welcome  greetings  from  our  friends.  You  have 
welcomed  us  in  song — the  only  thing  we  carry  from  earth  to 
heaven.  There  will  be  no  necessity  for  prayer  there,  but  there 
will  be  music — songs  of  welcome. 

1  felt,  while  Brother  Elder  was  speaking,  like  taking  him  by 
the  hand  and  thanking  him,  in  behalf  of  the  young  men  of  our 
Christian  Associations,  for  his  kind  words  of  welcome,  responded 
to  by  the  smiling  welcome  on  the  faces  of  our  good  friends 
present. 

And  when  my  dear,  good  brother,  Hr.  Endsley,  spoke  those 
words  of  cheer,  and  said  what  was  true,  that  the  work  of  the 
Association  is'  a  work  not  outside  of  the  Churches,  but  directly 
in  the  Churches,  and  that  our  connection  with  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  makes  us  better  Lutherans,  and  better 
Methodists,  and  better  Baptists,  and  better  Presbyterians,  I  was 
glad. 

But  what  is  the  work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  ?  some  may  ask.  This  is  not  yet  fully  understood  in  our 
State.  The  speaker  here  gave  some  interesting  incidents,  to 
show  the  value  of  association  work  in  saving  young  men,  in  pro¬ 
moting  revivals,  and  in  contributing  to  a  spirit  of  unity  among 
Christians. 

Such  a  work  is  surely  deserving  the  encouragement  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian  community.  There  is  power  in  a  cheering  word.  If  you 
can  do  no  more,  you  can  contribute  this,  and  thus  aid  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  young  men  and  of  morality  and  religion  in 
your  midst. 

Onward,  Christian  Soldiers,”  was  sung,  after  which  responses 
to  the  addresses  of  welcome  were  made  by  Major  E.  W.  Mat¬ 
thews  and  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburg. 

Prof.  Johnson  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart  then  sang,  “  I  gave  my 
life  for  thee.” 

Further  responses  were  made  by  H.  EL  Otto,  of  Williamsport  ; 
Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart.  State  Secretary,  and  John  Wanamaker,  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  President  announced  the  following  as  the  report  of  the 
Temporary  Committee  on  Business : 

Wednesday,  9  A.  M. — Devotional  exercises,  to  be  led  by  Major 
E.  W.  Matthews,  of  Pittsburg. 

9.30. — (1.)  Report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee.  (2.) 
Two  minute  reports  from  Associations. 

Adjournment  at  12  o’clock. 
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The  devotional  exercises  to  be  held  in  the  lecture-room  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  business  session  in  the  audience 
room. 

Prof'.  Johnson  and  Rev.  8.  A.  Taggart  sang  “One  more  day’s 
work  for  Jesus,”  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

“  Blessed  be  the  tie  that  binds  our  hearts  in  Christian  love,” 
was  then  sung,  followed  by  the  doxology,  and  the  audience  was 
dismissed  with  the  benediction,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  of  Bloomville. 


W  K  DM  ESI)  A  Y— SECOND  DAY. 

1  he  Convention  met  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  Presbyterian 
<  hurch,  at  nine  o  clock,  and  spent  a  profitable  half  hour  in  devo¬ 
tional  exercises. 

At  9  ]  o  clock  the  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  in 
the  audience  room  ot  the  church.  “Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul,” 
was  sung,  after  which  the  President  read  a  portion  of  the  15th 
chapter  ot  tit.  John  s  Gospel,  and  Rev.  S.  W.  G.  Stewart,  of  Ba- 
kerstown,  led  in  prayer.  “All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name” 
was  then  sung. 

1  he  minutes  ot  the  previous  day’s  proceedings  were  read  and 
approved . 

Mi-.  A\  anamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  clergymen  of  Johnstown  and  vicinity,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  press,  be  admitted  as  advisory  and 
corresponding  members  of  the  Convention, 

The  I  resident  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  : 

Committee '  on  Business. — W.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburg;  G.  S. 
Rippard,  \\  ilkesbarre ;  S.  A.  Brown,  Pleasantville ;  G-.  C.  Welch, 
Huntingdon  ;  J.  P.  Stonesifer,  Easton  ;  Wm.  Adamson,  German¬ 
town  ;  A .  Blair,  Carlisle. 

Devotional  Committee. — John  Morrow,  Taylorstown;  J.  C. 
Stock,  <  arlisle ;  lion.  D.  Palis,  York ;  John  Cunningham,  Mount 
Pleasant;  C.  E.  Ilay,  Gettysburg ;  E.  O.  Emerson,  Titusville; 
Geo.  W.  Jones.  Altoona. 

Committee  on  Resolutions. — E.  W.  Matthews.  Roxburgh;  S.  J. 
Owens,  Mount  Joy;  Wm.  Davis,  Plymouth;  11.  R.  Morser,  New 
(  umberland. 

^ie  Executive  Committee  presented  its  report  through  II.  II. 

I  orter,  of  Pittsburg,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who  accom¬ 
panied  it  with  a  few  remarks.  The  report  was  in  printed  form, 
and  a  copy  was  given  to  each  delegation,  with  request  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  same  for  future  use. 
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Report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young 

Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the 

Sixth  Annual  Convention,  held  at  Johnstown,  Penn’a,. 

September  16th,  17th  and  18th,  1873. 

Dear  Brethren :  Your  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  its 
Annual  Keport,  would  bring  to  you  words  of  cheer  and  congratu¬ 
lation  upon  the  marks  of  substantial  progress,  and  above  all  the 
peculiar  favor  of  God  attending  another  year  of  Association  life 
throughout  our  beloved  State.  While  we  mayT  have  hoped  for 
greater  things  in  some  instances,  yTet  these  are  far  overbalanced 
by  the  results  that  have  already  been  attained ;  so  that  instead 
of  being  discouraged,  we  should  be  stirred  to  the  deepest  sense 
of  gratitude  to  God,  our  faith  strengthened,  and  our  zeal  in¬ 
creased,  as  we  enter  upon  another  year  of  labor  in  the  elevating 
and  saving  of  young  men  and  all  that  pertains  to  it. 

According  to  the  action  of  the  Carlisle  Convention,  the  State 
was  divided  into  fifteen  districts,  each  of  which  was  assigned  to 
the  supervision  of  one  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
the  exception  of  those  for  which  it  was  found  impracticable  to- 
make  suitable  provision.  The  apportionment  was  as  follows : 

H.  K.  PORTER,  Chairman.  Pittsburg. 

JOHN  WANAMAKER,  Philadelphia, 

1st  District — composed  of  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Delaware,  Bucks  and  Montgomery 

counties. 

No  Selection, 

2d  District — composed  of  Northampton,  Lehigh,  Carbon  and  Montrose  counties. 

THOMAS  McCUNE,  Scranton, 

3d  District — composed  of  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Wayne  and  Pike  counties. 

W.  H.  JESSUP,  Montrose, 

4th  District — composed  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga  and  Wyoming  counties. 

HOWARD  OTTO,  Williamsport, 

8th  District — composed  of  Lycoming,  Sullivan,  Montour,  Northumberland,  Union,  Sny¬ 
der  and  Potter  counties. 

JAMES  McCORMICK,  Jr.,  Harrisburg, 

6th  District — composed  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Berks  and  Schuylkill  counties. 

D.  E.  SMALL,  York, 

7th  District — composed  of  York,  Adams  and  Lancaster  counties. 

ANDREW  BLAIR,  Carlisle, 

8th  District — composed  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Fulton  counties, 

No  Selection, 

9th  District— composed  of  Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  -Juniata,  Perry  and  Bedford  counties- 
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JAMES  A.  BEAVER,  Bsllefonte, 
loth  District — composed  of  Centre,  Clinton,  Clearfield  and  Cameron  counties. 

CHARLES  SHERIDAN,  Johnstown, 
llth  District — composed  of  Blair,  Cambria  and  Indiana  counties. 

E.  W.  MATTHEWS,  Foxburg, 

12th  District — composed  of  Clarion,  Armstrong,  Butler  and  Jefferson  counties. 

WILLIAM  FREW,  Pittsburg, 

I3th  District— composed  of  Allegheny. 'Washington,  Westmoreland,  Beaver,  Fayette, 
Greene  ana  Somerset  counties. 

•T.  C.  BRO'^N,  West  Greenville, 

14tb  District — composed  6f  Mercer,  Venango  and  Lawrence  counties. 

R.  S.  MOFFATT,  Erie, 

16th  District— composed  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Warren,  Forest  and  McKean  counties. 

The  Committee  hare  had  three  meetings  during  the  year:  the 
first  one  during  the  Convention  at  Carlisle,  the  next  one  on  the 
20th  of  November  at  Williamsport,  which  was  also  followed  by 
a  public  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  Association  in  that  place,  and 
the  last  one  at  Altoona,  on  the  15th  of  May.  At  these  meetings 
plans  were  matured,  discussed,  and  so  far  as  thought  advisable, 
adopted  for  the  advancement  of  our  cause  in  the  State.  These 
meetings  have  been  delightful,  too,  in  sweet  fellowship  with 
Jesus  and  with  each  other,  as  we  have  counselled  and  planned 
and  prayed  for  the  increased  usefulness  of  our  societies  among 
young  men. 

Local  Conventions. — About  thirty  ol  these  meetings  have  been 
held  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  continuing  from  one  to  three  days 
in  each  place,  usually  holding  three  sessions  during  the  day — 
making  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  sessions  of  conven¬ 
tions  held  during  the  year. 

In  this  way  the  following  places  have  been  visited :  Jlermon, 
Cross  Creek,  Foxburg,  Emlenton,  Canal,  Eouseville,  Tidioute’ 
Pleasantville,  East  Hickory,  Shrewsbury,  Hanover,  Waynes¬ 
boro’,  Green  Castle,  Newville.  New  Cumberland,  Weatherly, 
West  Chester,  Huhneville.  Williamsport,  Jersey  Shore,  Rich- 
boro’,  Pineville,  Doylestown,  Newtown,  Bristol,  Pittsburg  and 
Blairsville. 

At  all  these  meetings  the  Secretary  has  been  in  attendance, 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  them  has  been  assisted  by  the  sweet 
singing  and  valuable  Christian  experience  of  William  Johnson, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  following  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  have  also 
been  in  attendance  when  the  meetings  were  held  within  the 
bounds  ol  their  own  particular  districts:  James  McCormick,  Jr., 
Andrew  Blair,  1).  E.  Small,  Howard  Otto,  John  Wanamaker,  E. 
W.  Matthews  and  II.  K.  Porter. 
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There  were  no  eonven;ons  held  during  the  year  in  the  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Thomas  McCune, James  A.  Beaver,  and  R.  S.  Moffat. 
The  other  members  of  the  'ommittee  expressed  by  letter  their 
hearty  sympathy,  but  inabiby)  owing  to  business  and  profes¬ 
sional  engagements,  to  be  in  attendance.  In  many  places,  too, 
we  were  cheered  by  the  preserve  of  delegates  from  neighboring 
Associations.  An  experience  of  Wo  years  in  these  meetings  has 
only  served  to  establish  increasec  confidence  in  their  great  use¬ 
fulness  in  bringing  our  organization  together  in  stronger  bonds 
of  union,  and  giving  them  fresh  innul8es  for  work.  To  state  it 
more  positively,  they  are  an  absolute  necessity  to  continued,  ag¬ 
gressive  work  among  our  Association.  Such  topics  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  discussed:  “The  best  mean  of  enlisting  new  work¬ 
ers  “  The  best  manner  of  conducting  leighboring  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  “Open-air  meetings;”  “Praise  a.fi  promise  meetings;” 
“Bible  classes;”  “Personal  work  for  Chi'gt ;”  “  Personal  conse¬ 
cration  to  Christ.” 

The  results  of  these  meetings,  although  uirious,  have  always 
been  good. 

1st.  In  some  places,  young  men  and  old,  hitherto  inactive, 
have  been  stirred  to  take  out  their  talent  Iron  its  hiding  place 
and  use  it  for  the  Lord,  and  have  learned  to  know  something  of 
the  joy  of  working  for  Christ.  In  this  way  mucu.  latent  talent 
has  been  developed. 

2d.  Associations  that  have  been  long  isolated  from  others 
begin  to  experience  a  sense  of  loneliness,  which  is  soon  followed 
by  discouragement  and  a  tendency  to  magnify  the  peculiar  local 
difficulties  that  seem  to  be  in  the  way  of  their  progress.  Brood¬ 
ing  over  these  things  begets  a  morbid  feeling  of  inability  to  pro¬ 
ceed  further,  and  finally  disorganization  is  talked  about ;  and  not 
only  is  a  matter  of  talk,  but  too  often  becomes  an  established 
fact.  A  Local  Convention  in  such  places  frequently  has  a  very 
happy  effect  in  cheering  the  brethren,  and  their  difficulties, 
which  seemed  as  mountains,  become  like  mole-hills. 

3d.  The  tendency  of  these  meetings  is  to  create  a  feeling  of 
unity  among  the  Churches.  In  some  places  the  first  sessions  of 
the  conventions  have  been  but  slimly  attended.  But  it  lias  been 
invariably  the  case  that  the  second  day’s  meetings  have  been 
greeted  with  full  houses,  and  in  many  instances,  on  the  last  night 
of  meeting,  the  building  has  been  insufficient  to  accommodate 
the  number  desiring  to  attend.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  greater  number  of  the  denominations  of  the  place  are  inter¬ 
ested,  and  come  to  the  meetings  desiring  to  hear  and  participate. 
Such  an  effect  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  Associ¬ 
ation. 

4th.  In  a  great  many  of  the  meetings  there  are  peculiar  mani¬ 
festations  of  God’s  presence.  Great  prominence  is  given  to  the 
devotional  parts,  which  are  occupied  in  Prayer,  Praise,  and 
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Promise  Meetings,  the  latter  of  whi/  consists  in  repeating  God's, 
word,  from  the  heart,  by  all  who  fid  prompted.  God  never  fails, 
to  bless  Ilis  word  when  thus  spc/erb  so  that  in  many  instances 
persons  have  arisen  requesting- 6he  prayers  of  all  present  for 
their  conversion.  Others  have  made  the  first  public  profession 
of  Christ,  while  many  Christies  have  been  inspired  with  fresh 
zeal  and  holier  purposes  of  h^M- 

5th.  These  conventions  exceed  in  reaching  more  people  than 
either  the  International  o/State  meetings,  and  frequently  give 
light,  and  dispel  false  nofbns,  as  to  the  object  ol  Associations; 
while  the  discussion  of  Pe  topics  are  often  of  great  practical 
value  to  Association  withers,  leading  them  out  to  new  and  en¬ 
larged  spheres  of  Chri/iian  effort.  For  instance,  “The  value  of 
Association  Bible  Clares,  and  manner  of  conducting  them,”  has 
been  discussed,  which  has  been  the  starting  point  in  forming 
such  classes  in’ a  number  of  societies,  and  their  influence  in  giv¬ 
ing  constant  interest,  has  proven  them  ot  invaluable  benefit. 

Revivals. — The  fast  year  has  not  been  one  of  wide-spread  spe¬ 
cial  religious  interest.  Some  of  our  Associations  report  conver¬ 
sions,  while  others  rejoice  in  the  thought  that  their  labor  has  not 
been  in  vain,  but  report  nothing  definite. 

At  Williamsport  there  has  been  a  marked  revival  in  the  spiri¬ 
tual  work.  Cottage  meetings  and  open  air  services  are  held  in 
all  parts  of  the  city,  and  an  interesting  Bible  Class  at  their  rooms 
once  a  week  ;  so  that  this  Association  is  in  a  more  flourishing- 
condition  than  ever  before. 

At  Hermon,  in  Lawrence  county,  where  they  are  entirely  in 
the  country,  they  have  lived  and  flourished  for  over  six  years. 
Some  time  after  the  Local  Convention,  held  there  in  November, 
they  enjoyed  a  precious  revival,  and  as  a  result  of  patient,  perse¬ 
vering  work,  they  were  blessed  with  twenty-four  conversions. 

At  Pleasantville  a  Local  Convention  was  held  in  December, 
the  influence  of  which  was  to  draw  the  hearts  of  Christians  to¬ 
gether,  and  continue  the  meetings,  which  resulted  in  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  over  seventy  persons ;  among  them  many  of  the  young 
men  of  the  place. 

At  Gettysburg  a  Local  Convention  was  held  more  than  eigh¬ 
teen  months  ago,  in  connection  with  the  Association  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  College  in  that  place.  A  letter  from  one  of  the  students 
states  that  an  interest  arose  from  it  among  some  of  the  students, 
which  gradually  increased,  until  last  winter  it  culminated  in  a 
precious  work  of  grace  throughout  the  entire  place.  Out  ot  it 
was  organized  a  new  Association  in  the  town,  and  over  fifty  per¬ 
sons  were  led  to  Christ,  whilst  many  of  the  students  were  first 
led  seriously  to  resolve  to  enter  the  ministry. 

New  Associations. — Thirteen  new  Associations  have  been 
formed  during  the  year  in  the  following  places:  Newville, 
Hughesville,  Green  Castle,  Millersburg,  Sharon,  Ebensburg,  Get¬ 
tysburg,  Doylestown,  Bristol,  Milton,  Lock  Haven,  Greece  City 
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and  West  Chester.  There  &e  now  upon  the  roll  the  names  of  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  Assoei.tions,  and  with  but  few  exceptions 
they  are  at  work. 

New  Buildings. — During  the  year  the  following  Associations 
have  taken  possession  of  new  buildings :  Germantown  (valued 
at  845,000),  Frankford  (89,000),  Carlisle  (Mission  Chapel),  Beaver 
Falls  (for  Chinese  Mission),  and  Lebanon.  These,  in  addition  to 
the  buildings  in  Philadelphia,  Bet-dehem,  Cheltenham,  Dunbar 
and  Turtle  Creek,  make  ten  buildirng.  either  owned  by  Associ¬ 
ations  in  the  State  or  given  to  them  i-ee  of  rent  for  their  exclu¬ 
sive  use. 

Buildings  Prospectively. — It  is  pleasait  to  record  that  the  As¬ 
sociations  in  Pittsburg,  Erie,  Scranton,  Bellefonte  and  Canal, 
are  looking  forward,  with  more  or  less  substantial  assurance,  to 
homes  of  their  own,  and  we  fondly  hope  tint  at  our  next  annual 
gathering  they  may  tell  us  of  more  decide!  marks  of  progress 
in  this  direction,  as  well  as  many  other  oi  our  Associations. 
Eight  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  ifiat  too  much  im¬ 
portance  can  scarcely  be  attached  to  each  Association  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  secure  a  building  fund,  no  matter  how  small.  It  is  the 
commencement  towards  securing  a  home,  which  needs  only  to 
be  stated  to  be  appreciated. 

Personal  Visits. — During  the  year  the  Secretary  has  made 
thirty-five  personal  visits  to  Associations,  in  addition  to  the 
Local  Conventions,  and  to  the  new  places  with  a  view  to  orga¬ 
nizing.  They  are  as  follows :  TJniontown,  Dunbar,  Connellsville, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Erie,  Warren,  Williamsport.  Milton,  Lancaster, 
Mount  Joy,  Middletown,  Harrisburg,  Titusville,  Emlenton,  Pleas- 
antville,  Johnstown,  Bellefonte,  Lock  Haven.  Huntingdon,  Turtle 
Creek,  Greece  City,  Plymouth,  Wilkesbarre,  Scranton,  Beaver 
Falls,  Danville,  Frankford,  Germantown,  Easton,  Sharon,  Sheak- 
leyville,  Tyrone,  Conneautville  and  Temperanceville.  With  but 
one  or  two  exceptions,  in  each  of  these  places  he  has  given  an 
address  or  narrative  upon  the  progress  of  the  work  in  the  State, 
as  well  as  upon  many  other  of  its  phases.  This  has  been  fol¬ 
lowed  bv  a  free  and  informal  interchange  of  views,  brought  out 
by  means  of  questions  and  answers.  These  meetings  supply  a 
felt  want  of  the  larger  Conventions,  as  the  members  are  brought 
out  in  familiar  conversation  upon  those  points  in  connection  with 
Association  work  that  are  found  more  difficult  (not  to  say  dis¬ 
agreeable)  to  speak  about  in  the  more  general  and  formal 
meetings. 

With  a  View  to  Organization. — The  following  places  have 
either  been  visited  personally,  or  a  more  or  less  extended  corres¬ 
pondence  continued  by  the  Secretary,  with  a  view  to  organizing 
as  soon  as  it  was  found  practicable  or  advisable:  Norristown, 
Chester,  Kenovo,  Ashland,  New  Castle,  Beaver,  Maucli  Chunk, 
Pottsville,  Shamokin.  Muncy,  Lewisburg,  Lewistown,  Hazleton, 
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Oil  City,  Hummclstown,  J^li illipsOiii'^j  I ncliaiia,  Braddock’s  Field, 
Sharpsburg,  Catasauqua,  N orthun/('rland,  Marietta,  Girard, 
Jamestown,  Troy,  Latrobe,  Canoi/burg,  Mansfield,  Emporium, 
Oxford  and  Allentown.  It  is  lvped  within  another  year  to 
report  flourishing  societies  in  m;^V  ot  these  places. 

Railway  Men. — The  remarkable  success  that  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  the  Association  of  Cl^eland,  Ohio,  in  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  reading  room  an/  the  holding  of  special  services  for 
railway  men,  awakens  the  4Tie8fl°n  of  the  feasibility  of  some 
such  enterprise  in  the  various  railway  centres  in  our  own  State. 
Many  railway  men  are  alr/ady  found  among  the  most  active  and 
earnest  members  of  our  societies.  Their  occupation  generally 
brings  them  to  live  in  «ie  same  city  or  town  in  greater  or  less 
numbers;  it  exposes  tl/m  to  great  bodily  danger,  and  yet  brings 
them  in  contact  with  persons  who  might  be  benefit  ted  if  their 
influence  was  exert/d  for  Christ.  It  is  too  often  the  case  that 
their  occupation  either  forces,  or  begets  in  them  a  neglect  of  the 
regular  Church  ordinances,  even  when  they  may  have  previously 
attended  them,  while  there  is  no  class  of  men  that  might  accom¬ 
plish  more  good  It  is  hoped  that  a  more  thorough  consideration 
of  this  subject  may  lead  to  the  development  of  something  more 
definite  and  practicable. 

Boys.- — It  is  with  pleasure  and  solicitude  both,  that  we  present 
for  the  consideration  of  this  Convention  the  “Methods  of  reach¬ 
ing  and  influencing  boys.”  The  boys  of  to-day  will  soon  be  the 
young  men.  They  are  either  to  be  brought  to  Christ,  and  led 
out  into  such  spheres  of  usefulness  for  Him  as  our  Associations 
give  now,  or  we  are  to  vex  ourselves  with  the  vastly  more  diffi¬ 
cult  problem,  how  shall  we  reach  them  when  they  become  men  ? 
careless,  at  least,  if  not  drawn  down  to  the  lowest  steps  of  degra¬ 
dation. 

Only  second  in  importance  to  this  is  that  of  “Fraternal  and 
regular  visitation  among  neighboring  Associations,”  which  we 
hope  will  meet  with  thoughtful  consideration  and  prompt  action 
by  every  Association  in  the  Commonwealth. 

From  somewhat  extended  experience  we  offer,  upon  two 
points,  brotherly  counsel  that  we  deem  valuable: 

1st.  That  we  always  keep  our  spiritual  aims  foremost.  An 
Association  never  becomes  disorganized  because  of  too  much 
spiritual  life  or  too  much  attention  to  spiritual  work. 

2d.  That  we  always  live  within  our  income.  Hover  go  in  debt 
when  there  is  no  prospect  of  paying  it.  Be  contented  to  do 
without  a  room,  even,  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of  being  buried 
under  a  burden  of  debt. 

After  considering  well  the  importance  of  organized  effort,  and 
allowing  it  its  due  weight,  we  find  that  nothing  can  ever  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  lack  of  individual  responsibility.  There  is  no 
power  in  our  being  associated  together  if  we  do  not  bring  to  the 
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Association  the  influence  if  an  honest,  consistent,  devoted  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  manifested  wherever  we  may  be.  Remember  that  the 
eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  <g.  M ay  God  help  every  member  to 
live  such  a  life,  day  by  day. 

Our  hearty  thanks  are  ht-eby  extended  to  William  Thaw, 
Vice  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company ;  G.  P.  Roberts, 
Yice  President,  and  Robert  Pinairn,  Superintendent  Pittsburg 
Division  Pennsylvania  Central  Ralroad;  William  Phillips,  Presi¬ 
dent  Allegheny  Aralley  Railroad;  V.  N.  DuBarry,  Vice  President 
Northern  Central  Railroad;  and  K.  Hyndman,  General  Su¬ 
perintendent  Pittsburg  and  Connellwille  Railroad,  for  courtesies 
they  have  extended  to  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  work. 

The  Coming  Year. — It  is  determines  to  continue  the  holding 
of  Local  Conventions  with  even  more  frequency  than  in  the 
past.  It  would  be  impracticable  to  hod  a  two  days’  meeting 
with  each  Association,  yet  at  least  two  01  three  such  meetings 
can  be  held  in  every  locality  embraced  within  a  radius  of  twenty- 
five  miles.  From  those  Associations  where  meetings  are  not  to 
be  held  the  coming  year,  the  Secretary  will  call  for  volunteers 
to  help  along  with  the  meetings  in  their  neighboring  Associ¬ 
ations.  The  Secretary  will  also  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  visit 
every  Association  in  the  State,  and  address  them  it  such  time  as 
may  mutually  be  agreed  upon. 

Brethren:  We  have  great  reason  to  “thank  God  and  take 
courage.”  Let  us  go  forward  with  stronger  faith  than  ever 
before,  willing  to  bear  responsibility  in  the  grand  mission  of 
saving  young  men.  “  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing,”  as  we 
seek  the  accomplishment  of  God’s  purpose  in  our  labor,  “for  in 
due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.”  Let  us  “be  strong  in 
the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  His  might,”  remembering  that  “  if 
He  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?”  And  now,  with  united 
prayer  for  a  special  baptism. of  the  Spirit  upon  every  delegate  to 
this  Convention,  such  as  shall  bring  a  precious  revival  to  every 
Association  in  the  State,  we  remain, 


V ery  truly,  your  brethren  in  Christ, 


H.  K.  Porter, 

Wm.  Frew, 

E. 

Thos.  McKune, 

Jonx  Wanamaker, 

R, 

D.  E.  Small, 

Jas.  McCormack,  Jr., 

A. 

W.  Matthews, 
S.  Moffatt, 
Blair, 


C.  Sheridan,  Jas.  A.  Beaver,  Howard  Otto, 
J.  C.  Brown.  Executive  Committee. 


S.  A.  TAGGART,  General  Secretary. 


On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  the  following  committee  on 
the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee :  Dr.  N.  H.  Shearer,  York ; 
Prof.  Wm.  Johnson,  Philadelphia;  John  Hall,  Blairsville ;  W.  B. 
Reed,  Chambersburg ;  Henry  Latimer,  Shrewsbury. 
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Reports  from  Associations. 

Reports  from  Associations  in  t  he  ft, ate  being  next  in  order, 
two  minutes  were  allowed  each  delegation  for  making  its  report. 
The  following  were  heard  from  : 

Bellefonte,  JV.  Beck. — We  have  &>od  rooms  and  a  large  list  of 
names.  Formerly  we  had  an  inflation  fee.  .During  the  past 
year  we  have  abandoned  this  feature,  and  the  members  raise  the 
money  needed  for  the  work  of  the  Association.  We  are  out  of 
debt,  and  have  a  small  balan/e  in  the  treasury.  Our  average 
attendance  is  but  eight  or  te/-  We  have  two  mission  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  are  about  starting  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  jail.  Our 
great  trouble  is  the  want  d"  union  among  the  different  denomi¬ 
nations.  Our  membership  is  almost  entirely  from  one  Church. 
We  have  labored  to  biyak  down  the  prejudice  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations,  lot  with  little  or  no  success.  We  desire 
your  prayers  in  our  behalf. 

Prayer  was  offered  oy  Rev.  Mr.  Flemming  for  this  Association. 

Blairsville,  John  Bill. — Our  Association  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
being  only  about  a  year  and  a  half  old.  We  have  a  library  of 
about  three  hundred  volumes.  We  have  had  some  things  to  dis¬ 
courage  us,  but  also  many  things  to  encourage  us.  First  among 
our  encouragements  has  been  the  manifest  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  meetings.  The  interest  shown  in  our  meetings  and 
work  by  the  masses,  and  the  generosity  by  all  Christian  people 
in  aiding  tbe  work  of  the  Association,  is  another  encouragement. 
We  have  done  some  missionary  work,  and  have  been  very  much 
gratified  and  encouraged  in  our  efforts.  I  believe  that  at  every 
point  where  we  have  held  meetings  a  warm  invitation  has  been 
given  to  come  again.  At  one  important  point  in  the  vicinity  of 
Blairsville,  where  we  have  held  monthly  meetings,  we  have  been 
urged  to  hold  meetings  semi-monthly,  and  very  great  interest  is 
manifested  by  the  community  in  these  meetings.  We  held  our 
first  anniversary  last  May,  and  in  connection  with  it  a  District 
Convention,  at  which  the  brothers  Taggart,  Porter,  and  Jennings 
Avere  present,  and  rendered  very  efficient  service.  Any  doubts  we 
had  as  to  our  mission  in  Blairsville  previous  to  that  time  were 
then  removed,  in  most  of  our  minds  at  least.  Our  financial  con¬ 
dition  is  not  all  we  could  desire,  but  we  liaAm  been  able,  by  the 
generosity  of  the  community,  to  furnish  our  hall.  We  are  in 
need  of  means  to  carry  on  our  work,  however. 

Altoona,  Rev.  A.  J.  Scholl . —  Our  organization  is  a  little  over 
three  years  old.  We  ha\re  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  active 
members  in  name,  about  tAventy  of  whom  are  active  in  fact.  We 
have  done  some  work.  The  room  committee  keep  a  number  of 
interesting  periodicals  and  magazines  on  the  table,  accessible  to 
all  during  the  evenings.  Devotional  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Ararious  places,  and  preachers  have  been  sent  out  to  various  points 
around  Altoona,  so  that  some  efficient  work  has  been  done.  Oar 
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sick  visiting  committee  has  been  the  most  active  of  all  our  com¬ 
mittees.  Only  a  short  tme  ago  I  received  into  the  Church,  and 
.administered  the  sacrame.t  to  a  young  man  genuinely  converted, 
and  largely  through  the  iifluence  of  the  Association.  The  inte¬ 
rest  has  been  flagging  for  ,0me  time  past,  but  is  now  reviving, 
as  the  cool  evenings  come  on.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  are 
kept  up,  also  a  monthly  busine-g  meeting.  We  were  considerably 
in  debt.  Various  efforts  were  hade  to  raise  the  amount,  but  fell 
short,  until  our  active  young  president  and  wife  took  the  matter 
in  hand  and  raised  the  amount,  Stme  §260.  I  know  of  no  place 
-outside  of  Johnstown  where  an  Association  of  this  kind  is  needed 
more  than  in  Altoona,  where  there  are  so  many  transient  young 
men. 

Carlisle,  A.  A.  Line. — Our  Association  numbers  fifty  members, 
twenty  of  whom  are  active.  We  sustain  a  cottage  prayer  meet¬ 
ing  every  Monday  evening,  have  three  services  every  Sunday, 
•open  air  meetings,  Mission  Sunday-school,  and  services  at  the 
Almshouse.  All  these  meetings  are  wel  attended,  and  much 
interest  is  manifested.  We  have  Union  prayer  meetings  and 
sermons  to  young  men  every  Sunday,  in  the  different  churches 
during  the  winter.  During  the  last  year  we  have  distributed 
thirty-seven  hundred  tracts.  We  have  a  Mission  Church,  valued 
at  $1,500,  clear  of  debt.  Our  library  numbeis  five  hundred 
volumes.  Our  Mission  Sunday-school  numbers  seventy  scholars 
and  teachers.  Our  current  expenses  for  the  past  year  have  been 
$1,120.  We  have  organized  a  Bible  Class  in  our  Association, 
which  has  created  a  deep  interest  in  searching  the  word  of  God. 
Most  of  our  active  members  are  alive  to  the  work  that  the  Mas¬ 
ter  has  commanded  us  to  do.  The  meeting  of  this  Convention 
with  us  last  year  greatly  revived  us,  and  gave  us  a  new  impulse 
to  go  on  in  our  mission. 

Bristol. — Prof.  Johnson  said  that  no  delegate  was  present  from 
this  Association,  but  he  was  requested  to  represent  it.  This  is 
the  Association  which,  at  the  International  Convention  at 
Poughkeepsie,  was  denominated  by  friend  Miller  the  baby.  It 
•contributed  ten  dollars.  It  is  only  two  or  three  months  old, 
numbers  about  forty  members,  and  has  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  Churches.  A  Quaker  lady  gives  $100  a  year  towards  its 
expenses.  The  hall  will  seat  about  two  hundred.  The  Associ¬ 
ation  has  the  nucleus  of  a  library,  a  reading  room,  hold  out-door 
service  and  young  men’s  meetings  every  Sabbath.  Night  before 
last  I  met  with  them,  and  the  hall  "was  packed  full,  and  the 
power  of  God  rested  up>on  them  wonderfully.  A  brother  told 
me  that  a  revival  had  commenced,  and  he  thought  two  were 
converted  on  Monday  night.  One  brother  felt  so  thankful  that 
he  took  ten  dollars  out  of  his  pocket  and  sent  to  the  State  wTork. 

Baker stoion,  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart. — We  are  only  seven  days  old. 
1  course  we  h  ive  not  done  much  work.  We  are  located  in  a 
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little  village.  The  people  were  rather  opposed  to  anything  of 
the  kind  there,  but  after  notice  from  /he  different  pulpits,  and 
making  as  strong  a  speech  as  I  could, we  succeeded  in  getting  a 
meeting  and  organizing  with  seventeen  members,  thirteen  of 
whom  are  active  and  four  associate  This  is  the  beginning  of 
the  organized  Association.  But  tvo  of  us  began  a  young  men’s 
prayer  meeting  two  years  ago.  Ae  have  kept  up  that  meeting, 
and  in  looking  at  the  field,  we  included  we  were  prepared  to 
go  to  work  and  organize  a  Yuing  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  we  have  done  it. 

Chambersburg ,  Luke  2V.  I)<£trieh. — Our  Association  still  lives, 
but  our  membership  has  yot  materially  increased.  We  have 
been  holding  out-door  meetings  within  the  last  six  months  in 
such  localities  as  we  cofid  find  most  persons  that  attend  no 
church.  A  large  portiorof  the  people  were  Germans  and  colored 
people.  We  want  mort  old  young  men  in  our  Association.  The 
ladies  of  the  place  went  to  work  and  secured  sufficient  funds  to 
furnish  a  reading  room  for  us.  On  Friday  evenings  we  hold 
prayer  meetings.  We  purpose  organizing  a  Bible  Class,  and 
making  our  room  attractive  to  young  men.  The  work  of  the 
Association  was  shown  in  the  vote  on  the  local  option  law.  Our 
majority  against  license  was  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one.  We 
have  indicted  quite  a  number  of  landlords  who  have  persisted  in 
violating  the  law,  and  wre  are  going  to  indict  more. 

Rev.  John  Morrow  was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer  for  this 
Association,  after  which,  “Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  Cross”  was 
sung. 

Coatesville,  Rev.  J.  TV.  Edie. — Brothers  Johnson  and  Taggart 
know  something  of  this  Association.  Two  of  us  managed  in 
getting  it  up  and  sustaining  it  for  some  time.  I  believe  it  is  still 
living,  though  the  two  who  organized  it  are  away.  I  will  men¬ 
tion  an  incident  for  the  encouragement  of  others.  When  we 
organized,  we  got  a  little  room  in  the  second  story,  and  were 
supplied  with  religious  papers.  We  found  a  man  there  whose 
father  once  owned  a  rolling  mill,  but  through  drink  had  been 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  common  hand.  He  was  an  edu¬ 
cated  man.  As  soon  as  he  heard  a  reading  room  was  opened  he 
came,  and  we  found  him  there  reading  the  papers.  One  evening 
he  started  to  go  out,  but  returned  and  wept  like  a  child.  Put¬ 
ting  my  hand  on  his  shoulder,  I  said,  “  What  is  wrong  ?”  “  Oh, 

all  is  wrong,”  said  he.  We  went  over  to  my  house,  the  president 
and  another  brother  accompanying,  and  he  was  genuinely  con¬ 
verted,  and  to-day  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Church.  Another 
Association,  with  a  first-class  reading  room  and  a  library,  has 
started  out  from  this. 

Canal  Township. — A.  0.  Brush  presented  a  report  from  the 
Secretary,  from  which  we  make  the  following  abstracts:  There 
has  been  a  continuous  religious  interest  manifested  on  the  part 
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of  the  Society.  We  have  thirty-eight  members.  During  the 
past  year  we  have  held,  forty-three  regular  meetings.  A  Sabbath- 
school,  commenced  Iasi  year,  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  Association  co-operates  with  the  pastors  in  holding  revival 
services.  A  request  has  been  made,  and  arrangements  partly 
made,  to  organize  an  Association  in  an  adjoining  town.  During 
the  year  we  have  paid  expenses — about  fifty  dollars.  We  earn¬ 
estly  solicit  a  District  Convention. 

Connellsville,  Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett. — We  have  held  no  meetings 
for  a  year.  Tried  to  get  a  place  last  summer.  There  is  a  great 
work  to  be  done,  but  the  partition  walls  have  not  been  broken 
down.  There  is  a  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  denominations, 
and  they  will  not  unite  with  us,  lest  one  should  get  more  of  the 
Iruit  than  another.  Yet  we  have  had  a  number  of  out-door  ser¬ 
vices  on  the  Sabbath.  A  neighborhood  prayer  meeting  owes  its 
existence  in  part  to  this  Association.  We  are  fighting  whisky, 
and  have  secured  some  twenty  convictions  of  one  man,  and 
intend  to  keep  at  him  until  he  gives  up. 

Danville ,  J.  R.  Rote. — We  have  been  in  existence  about  eigh¬ 
teen  months.  Have  eighty  active  members  on  our  list,  twenty- 
five  of  whom  are  really  active,  and  can  be  relied  upon.  Our 
devotional  meetings  are  held  semi-weekly  and  alternately  in  the 
different  churches.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  are  also  held  about 
twice  a  week,  usually  among  the  sick,  aged  and  infirm.  Have 
been  heretofore  on  the  charity  of  the  Churches  for  a  place  to 
hold  our  business  meetings,  but  have  lately  rented  a  room  in  the 
Opera  House,  which  we  expect  to  occupy  on  the  1st  of  October. 
Hope  to  form  a  Bible  Class  at  that  time.  A  committee  has  just 
been  appointed  to  visit  the  jail,  and  endeavor,  in  the  best  possible 
manner,  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  its  inmates.  Our 
labors  during  the  past  year  have  not  been  without  visible  results, 
as  some  half  dozen  young  men  have  been  converted,  who  dated 
their  convictions  from  impressions  received  at  our  meetings. 
We  have  great  reason  to  thank  God,  and  pray  that  his  Spirit 
may  continue  with  us.  W e  ask  your  prayers  in  our  behalf. 

Erie,  J.  B.  Disbrow. — We  have  three  reading  rooms  and  a  good 
library  of  four  thousand  volumes ;  have  twenty  weekly  news¬ 
papers,  ten  dailies  and  twenty  monthly  magazines.  We  have 
seven  hundred  subscribers  to  our  library.  Nineteen  thousand 
volumes  were  circulated  last  year.  Forty  thousand  persons 
visited  our  room  during  the  year.  We  anticipate  a  large  increase 
in  our  membership  this  year.  We  have  a  great  work  to  do  in 
Erie.  Our  people  are  of  all  nationalities.  We  have  fifty  active 
workers,  and  sustain  a  cottage  prayer  meeting  in  every  ward  ; 
also  a  Sunday  prayer  meeting  at  the  Association  rooms,  attended 
generally  by  those  not  employed  in  teaching  at  the  various  mis¬ 
sion  schools.  We  also  sustain  service  at  the  poorhouse  once  in 
two  weeks,  three  miles  from  the  city  limits,  which  is  well  at- 
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services.  A  school,  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty  scholars, 
we  have  just  turned  over  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church.  At  the 
Home  of  the  Friendless  we  have  organized  another.  Old  mem¬ 
bers  like  myself  go  to  the  prayer  meetings,  and  try  to  break 
down  the  partition  walls,  and  with  one  exception,  we  have  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  every  Evangelical  Church  in  the  city. 
We  contemplate  the  erection  of  a  permanent  building  in  the 
course  of  the  next  season,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000,  a  part 
of  which  sum  has  already  been  provided  for.  A  course  of  lec¬ 
tures  by  the  best  talent  of  the  country  has  been  provided  for 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Ebensburg,  G.  A.  Kinkead. — We  are  only  seven  months  old. 
Brethren  came  up  to  Ebensburg  from  Johnstown  and  started  us 
in  the  work  on  last  February.  We  have  fifty  members,  twenty 
or  tw'enty-five  of  whom  are  active.  W e  have  a  free  reading 
room ;  have  also  opened  a  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town. 
On  Sabbath  afternoons  we  hold  a  prayer  meeting  in  the  different 
churches.  The  churches,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  co-operate 
with  us,  and  these  cannot  on  account  of  their  language.  We 
sustain  one  meeting  in  the  poorhouse. 

Bev.  J.  W.  Edie  wished  to  add  a  word.  We  have  another 
point,  twelve  miles  north  of  Ebensburg,  which  I  visit  once  a 
month.  The  brethren  at  Ebensburg  have  kindly  given  me  the 
first  Sabbath  forenoon  of  the  month  to  preach  there  where  they 
seldom  have  service.  On  last  Sabbath  night  I  was  told  I  would 
not  have  more  than  ten  hearers,  as  there  are  only  that  number 
of  Protestants  in  the  place,  but  fifty-five  were  present,  and  after 
the  meeting  nearly  every  one  grasped  my  hand,  and  several 
expressed  a  purpose  to  seek  the  Lord.  I  went  to  Chester  Springs 
a  short  time  since,  where  there  is  a  Protestant  Church,  and 
preached  to  a  congregation  of  fifty-seven,  a  number  of  whom 
expressed  a  desire  to  be  saved. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Bro.  Wanamaker,  the  Chair  asked  Bro. 
Porter  to  lead  in  thanksgiving  for  the  encouraging  reports  just 
received. 

“We  praise  thee,  O  Lord,”  was  then  sung. 

Easton ,  Enoch  Davies. — Our  Association  was  organized  in 
February,  1869.  It  still  lives,  though  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is 
sick  on  account  of  the  idleness  of  its  members.  We  have  some 
past  recovery.  The  membership  is  less  than  formerly.  We 
have  now  one  hundred  and  eighteen ;  formerly  we  had  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty.  Eighty  are  nominally  active,  twenty  are  really 
so.  We  have  twenty-five  associate  members  and  thirteen  bono- 
rary ;  a  reading  room,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  ten ; 
last  year  it  was  twenty,  although  we  have  a  better  room  now 
than  then. 

Ernlentown ,  L  B.  Weis.- — We  organized  on  the  3d  of  January, 
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1872.  Since  then  we  have  received  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
members,  including  ladies  as  honorary  members.  Thirty-six 
have  removed  from  our  Association,  two  have  died,  leaving 
eighty.  Of  this  number  about  one-half  are  associate  members. 
Of'  those  who  are  termed  active  members,  not  more  than  one- 
eighth  are  really  so.  The  Executive  Committee  held  a  Local 
Convention  among  us,  which  did  us  great  good,  and  we  earnestly 
request  that  it  may  be  repeated. 

Foxburgh,  Major  E.  IF.  Matthews. — Our  Association  numbers 
about  twenty,  but  though  small  in  numbers — for  we  are  a  small 
place — it  is  big  in  results.  The  Lord  is  with  us,  and  he  is  a 
host.  There  is  no  church  in  Foxburgh,  therefore  the  Association 
has  to  provide  spiritual  nourishment  for  the  people  there.  We 
do  not  do  out-door  work.  We  have  no  reading  room — are  too 
busy ;  we  do  our  reading  on  the  wing.  On  Sunday  morning  we 
give  the  whole  time  to  Sabbath-school,  and  a  most  delightful 
service  we  have.  On  Sunday  afternoon  we  hold  a  children’s 
meeting,  and  in  the  evening  we  have  jireaching,  or  some  one 
reads  a  sermon.  We  have  raised  not  less  than  $500  for  preach¬ 
ing  and  Sunday-school  literature.  On  Tuesday  evening  we  get 
together  lor  the  study  of  God’s  word,  and  have  a  most  blessed 
time. 

Green  Village. —  W  B.  Reed  reported  for  this  Association,  in 
the  absence  of  a  delegate,  that  there  was  material  there  for  a 
grand  Association. 

Germantown,  William  Adamson. — This  Association  is  about  two 
years  of  age.  W e  have  everything  perfectly  complete,  as  far  as 
the  frame-work  of  the  Association  is  concerned.  We  have  a  hall 
that  will  seat  nine  hundred  persons,  a  parlor,  lecture  room, 
five  bath  rooms,  a  reading  room,  and  a  business  room,  and  all 
the  appliances  a  Christian  Association  should  have  to  make 
it  complete.  Our  membership  is  about  seven  hundred,  three 
hundred  of  whom  are  active.  Luring  the  past  six  months  we 
have  had  twenty-eight  thousand  visitors,  and  in  our  prayer 
meeting  and  business  meeting  eleven  thousand.  We  have  one 
hundred  periodicals  and  publications  on  our  table,  and  every¬ 
thing  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  There  have  been  a  num¬ 
ber  of  conversions.  On  Thursday  evening  we  have  a  Bible 
Class,  on  Monday  evening  a  service  of  song  for  the  young  people, 
on  Friday  evening  a  lyceum  meeting.  We  hold  two  out-door 
meetings  ou  the  Sabbath.  The  members  of  the  Association  have 
been  very  active  during  the  year,  and  the  citizens  have  been 
very  generous.  None  have  shown  a  deeper  interest  in  our  work 
than  the  Quakers.  We  meet  with  no  opposition  from  the 
Churches,  and  endeavor  not  to  interfere  with  their  work.  There 
is  one  point— Boys’  Meetings — that  I  think  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Convention  to  take  up.  Boys  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years 
of  age  were  troublesome  in  our  rooms,  and  the  question  was, 
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Shall  we  turn  them  out  into  the  street?  The  result  of  our  delib¬ 
erations  was,  we  finally  concluded  to  give  one  room,  with  a 
table,  to  them,  appointing  a  larger  boy  over  them,  and  we  are 
surprised  to  see  what  good  they  have  derived  from  this  room. 
We  hope  in  the  future  to  make  active,  earnest  members  of  the 
Association  out  of  these  boys. 

Gettysburg ,  Rev.  George  P.  If  ays ,  B.D. — This  Association  is  in 
the  College.  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  them,  but  with 
the  permission  of  the  Convention  I  will  say,  that  probably  the 
reason  why  they  have  no  representative  here  is  that  the  session 
has  just  opened,  and  matters  are  in  a  somewhat  disorganized 
state  yet  as  connected  with  the  affairs  of  the  Association.  The 
large  class  of  last  year  were  all  members  of  the  Association.  No 
meetings  of  the  College  Association  have  yet  been  held  this  year. 
I  saw  the  Chairman,  who  said  a  report  of  the  year’s  doings  had 
been  sent  to  the  State  Secretary. 

In  the  town  we  have  an  Association  six  months  old.  Several 
efforts  were  formerly  made  to  establish  an  Association  there  by 
the  College  Association  and  other  friends,  but  always  failed  for 
lack  of  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  young  men  of  the  town. 
We  are  the  immediate  outgrowth  of  a  precious  revival,  which 
originated  in  the  College  partly  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  College  Association,  we  think.  A  few  young  men,  the  first 
fruits  of  this  revival,  announced  daily  prayer  meetings  for  young 
men.  The  meetings  were  largely  attended,  and  the  blessings  of 
God  rested  upon  them  richly.  It  was  felt  that  these  meetings 
must  be  continued.  The  advantage  of  systematic,  continued 
effort  was  felt,  and  an  Association  thus  sprung  up.  By  liberal 
subscriptions  from  the  citizens,  a  reading  room  was  well  fur¬ 
nished  with  papers.  A  young  men’s  prayer  meeting  is  held  on 
Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  churches.  We  have  the  sympathy  of 
the  ministers  and  Christian  people,  and  hope  soon  to  double  our 
numbers. 

Harrisburg ,  Martin  Stutzman. — Our  Association  is  eighteen 
years  old.  During  these  years  we  have  been  instrumental  in 
doing  much  good.  We  have  a  reading  room  on  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  streets  of  the  city,  a  library  room  and  a  lecture  room.  Our 
library  numbers  about  two  thousand  volumes,  and  our  tables  are 
filled  with  the  current  literature  of  the  day.  We  hold  a  prayer 
meeting  in  our  lecture  room  every  morning;  also  monthly  union 
prayer  meetings  in  the  different  churches ;  also  an  open-air 
meeting  in  some  locality  where  most  needed.  We  have  service 
in  prison  every  Lord’s  day  morning.  Much  good  has  been  done 
there.  We  also  have  service  in  the  almshouse  on  Sabbath  morn¬ 
ing.  A  Bible  Class  has  been  started.  We  have  during  the  past 
year  put  into  the  cabooses  of  the  Pennsylvania  trains  a  copy  of 
the  New  Testament,  in  large  print.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  we  also  had  a  tract  box  put  at  different  points  in  the  city. 
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We  have  the  support  of  all  the  earnest  Christians  of  the  city- 
Yet  we  have  failed  to  reach  the  young  men  generally,  because 
we  are  so  engaged  in  our  business  that  we  cannot  go  out  day  or 
night,  as  we  should  like,  after  them. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Bro.  Bruce,  of  Blairsville. 

Johnstown ,  Dr.  Sheridan. — Our  numbers  are  about  seventy  ; 
one-half,  perhaps,  are  active  working  members.  We  have  a 
large,  comfortable  room,  which  we  have  rented  for  holding  our 
devotional  exercises  in.  We  have  a  prayer  meeting  there  every 
Sabhath  afternoon,  at  3 2  o’clock,  which  is  very  largely  attended, 
and  has  been  very  interesting.  We  have  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  our  Churches,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions.  All 
our  ministers  are  with  us,  and  the  wall  of  partition  is  entirely 
broken  down  in  our  place.  Christians  of  all  denominations  I 
believe  love  each  other  more  than  ever,  while  they  love  their 
own  Churches  just  as  much  as  ever.  We  have  a  reading  room, 
with  a  small  library,  and  the  best  periodical  literature  of  the  day, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  D.  J.  Morrell.  For  three  years 
past,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  our  reading  room  is  not  as  well  attended 
as  it  ought  to  be.  It  is  kept  open  all  the  year,  except  a  few 
weeks  during  the  summer.  We  have  held  some  out-door  meet¬ 
ings  during  the  year.  Of  missionary  work  we  have  done  very 
little.  Our  young  men  are  nearly  all  employed  in  the  works 
here,  and  their  duties  require  very  many  of  them  to  be  on  night 
time.  This  weakens  our  hands  very  much  for  this  work. 

Prof.  Johnson  sang  “  Rescue  the  perishing,”  the  Convention 
joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  following  order  of  busi¬ 
ness  for  Wednesday  afternoon : 

At  2£  o’clock. — Opening  exercises,  and  reports  of  Associations 
for  thirty  minutes. 

3  o’clock. — Reports  of  Special  Committee  on  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Report,  and  discussion  thereon  till  3.45. 

3.45. — Discussion  of  the  topic:  “The  importance  of  fraternal 
and  regular  visitation  among  neighboring  associations to  be 
opened  in  a  ten  minutes’  address  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State 
Secretary,  and  to  be  followed  by  three  minute  addresses  till  4.15. 

4.15. — Discussion  of  the  topic:  “Hints  on  the  manner  of  con¬ 
ducting  meetings to  be  opened  by  Rev.  J  ohn  Morrow  in  a  five 
minute  address,  and  followed  by  three  minute  addi’esses  till  4.40. 

Adjournment  at  4.45. 

The  Devotional  Committee  reported  the  following : 

Prayer  meeting  for  half  an  hour  in  the  lecture  room  of  the 
church,  in  the  afternoon,  at  2  o’clock,  to  be  led  by  Bro.  Price,  of 
Waynesboro. 

Open-air  meeting  at  6£  o’clock  P.  M.,  corner  of  the  Square; 
leader  Bro.  Deetrich,  of  Chambersburg.  Addresses  by  Major 
Matthews,  of  Foxburgh  ;  Bro.  Stutzman,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Bro. 
Jennings,  of  Pittsburg. 
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Praise  and  Promise  meeting,  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  7-7 1 
o’clock ;  to  be  led  by  Prof.  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  session  closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Tyrone, 
singing  the  doxology,  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Flem¬ 
ming,  of  Johnstown. 


AFT  E  RNOON  SESSION. 

After  half  an  hour  spent  in  prayer,  the  Convention  was  called 
to  order  at  2J  o’clock.  The  hymn,  “Am  I  a  soldier  of  the 
Cross?”  was  sung,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Judge  Fahs,  of 
York. 

The  minutes  of  last  evening’s  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Reports  from  Associations. 

Reports  from  Associations  were  made,  as  follows  : 

Lancaster ,  E.  8.  Bursk. — Considerable  advancement  has  been 
made  the  past  year,  especially  in  making  preparation  for  future 
work.  Last  year  we  occupied  a  third-story  room.  We  were 
free  of  rent  and  had  no  library,  yet  were  short  $200.  We  now 
pay  $800  rent  for  a  second  floor  of  a  new  building.  Have  fur¬ 
nished  our  rooms,  and  are  now  in  first-rate  trim  for  work.  Our 
work  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  of  the  kind  most  desir¬ 
able.  We  have  held  open-air  meetings  during  the  summer,  and 
sustain  other  services.  We  can  now  report  ourselves  prepared 
for  work.  We  have  the  good  wishes  of  the  citizens;  the 
Churches  are  with  us ;  we  can  get  all  we  need  to  carry  on  our 
work.  W e  ask  your  prayers. 

Lafayette  College,  J.  F.  Stonecipher. — Our  organization  is 
known  as  the  Brainerd  Evangelical  Society,  but  our  work  is  the 
same  as  that  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  and  we 
have  been  ranked  as  one  of  them.  We  have  about  fifty-five 
members,  fifty  of  whom  are  active,  and  are  going  about  trying 
to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ  among  the  students  and  people  of 
Easton.  We  keep  up  a  daily  prayer  meeting  in  the  College,  at 
six  o’clock.  This  is  generally  pretty  well  attended.  We  have 
two  weekly  prayer  meetings  in  school-houses  outside  the  town. 
These  are  well  attended  by  the  people.  We  hope  to  do  a  good 
work  there.  Our  library  contains  about  five  hundred  volumes. 
We  make  no  effort  to  increase  this,  because  our  College  library 
renders  it  unnecessary.  We  have  eight  Sabbath-schools  in  Eas¬ 
ton,  Phillipsburgh  and  the  vicinity,  and  a  good  work  is  being 
done  in  them. 

The  time  for  receiving  reports  from  Associations  being  up,  the 
Special  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee’s  report  pre¬ 
sented  the  following : 
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Having  been  appointed  a  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  we  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That,  as  a  Convention,  we  are  well  pleased  with  the 
Report,  showing,  as  it  does,  by  the  amount  of  work  done,  and 
the  success  achieved,  in  the  organization  of  new  Associations  and 
the  strengthening  of  weak  ones  that  we  have  reason  for  encour¬ 
agement,  thankfulness  and  renewed  vigor. 

Resolved,  That  the  activity  and  zeal  with  which  Rev.  S.  A. 
Taggart  and  Prof.  Wm.  Johnson  have  carried  forward  the  work 

OO 

assigned  is  highly  commendable. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
be  appointed  for  the  coming  year,  a  continuance  of  the  work  in 
holding  Local  Conventions,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  District  Conventions,  whereby  neighboring  Associations 
are  brought  in  contact  with  each  other,  would  be  attended  with 
beneficial  results. 

Resolved,  That  the  importance  of  personal  visitation  by  the 
Secretary  and  the  Executive  Committee  be  impressed  on  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  coming  year. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  do  well  our  Master’s  work  we 
should,  during  this  year,  lend  to  the  Lord  at  least  $3,500,  and 
that  all  the  Associations  in  the  State  be  called  on  to  contribute 
to  this  object. 

Resolved,  That  W  K.  Jennings  and  Major  E.  W.  Matthews  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  audit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  appointed  for  the 
term  of  thi*ee  years,  with  the  power  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  it 
be  constituted  as  follows  : 

It.  K.  PORTER,  Chairman  Pittsbuko. 

JOHN  WANAMAKER,  Philadelphia, 

1st  District — composed  of  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Delaware  Bucks  and  Montgomery 

counties. 

W.  C.  CATTELL,  President  of  Lafayette  College,  Easton, 

2d  District — composed  of  Northampton,  Lehigh,  Carbon  and  Montrose  counties. 

G.  S.  BENNETT,  Wilkf.sbarre, 

3d  District— composed  of  upper  half  of  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Wayne  and  Pike  counties. 
THOMAS  McCUNE,  Scranton, 

4th  District — composed  of  lower  half  of  Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga  and 

Wyoming  counties. 

HOWARD  OTTO,  Williamsport, 

5th  District— composed  of  Lycoming,  Sullivan,  Montour,  Northumberland,  Union,  Sny¬ 
der  and  Potter  counties. 
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JAMES  McCORMICK,  Jr.,  Harrisburg, 

■0th  District — composed  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Berks  and  Schuylkill  counties. 

D.  E.  SMALL,  York, 

7th  District — composed  of  York,  Adams  and  Lancaster  counties. 

ANDREW  BLAIR,  Carlisle, 

Sth  District — composed  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Fulton  counties. 

C.  G.  WELCH,  Huntingdon, 

",)th  District— composed  of  Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry  and  Bedford  counties. 

JAMES  A.  BEAVER,  Bellefonte, 

10th  District— composed  of  Centre,  Clinton,  Clearfield  and  Cameron  counties. 

DR.  CAMPBELL  SHERIDAN,  Johnstown, 
llth  District— composed  of  Blair,  Cambria  and  Indiana  counties. 

DR.  J.  E.  HALL,  Parker’s  Landing, 

12th  District— composed  of  Clarion,  Armstrong,  Butler  and  Jefferson  counties. 

W.  K.  JENNINGS,  Pittsburg, 

13th  District— composed  of  Allegheny,  Washington,  Westmoreland,  Beav  r,  Fayette 

Greene  and  Somerset  counties. 

S.  Q.  BROWN,  Pleasantville, 

14th  District— composed  of  Mercer,  VeDango  and  Lawrence  counties. 

W.  R.  DAVENPORT,  Erie, 

15th  District— composed  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Warren,  Forestand  McKean  counties. 

The  report  was,  on  motion,  accepted  and  adopted. 

H.  Iv.  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Convention  on  the  necessity  of  raising  funds  to  carry 
on  the  State  work  during  the  coming  year,  and  stated  that  $500 
more  than  was  raised  last  year  "would  be  required. 

The  Secretaries  were  requested  to  distribute  blank  slips,  to 
obtain  subscriptions  to  this  fund. 

Several  brethren  spoke  briefly  while  the  subscriptions  were 
being  taken  up,  of  the  efficiency  of  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  the  State 
Secretary,  and  the  great  benefit  various  localities  had  received 
from  his  visits. 

Subscriptions  were  made  with  a  promptness  and  liberality 
that  showed  the  earnestness  of  the  Associations  represented  in 
their  work,  and  their  devotion  to  it. 

Mount  Joy. — J.  E.  Cassell,  by  consent,  here  reported  for  this 
Association  that  seventy  souls  had  been  brought  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  through  their  efforts.  The  partition  wall,  of  which  sev¬ 
eral  had  spoken,  did  not  exist  in  Mount  Joy.  The  Association  has 
furnished  a  good  reading  room  and  lecture  room  in  the  centre  of 
the  town.  There  are  three  hundred  volumes  in  the  library,  and 
the  table  is  supplied  with  daily  papers.  We  have  prayer  meet- 
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inge  every  Friday  evening  and  every  Sunday  afternoon,  which 
are  well  attended.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  are  held  twice  a 
week,  and  are  made  a  great  blessing. 

By  special  request  of  the  ladies,  Prof.  Johnson  and  Rev.  S.  A. 
Taggart  sang  “  I  gave  my  life  for  thee :  what  hast  thou  done  for 
me  ?” 

H.  K.  Porter  stated  that  the  Johnstown  Association  announced 
two  or  three  weeks  since  that  they  would  give  §50  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  fund,  hut  they  now  say  they  will  add  §50  more  in  six 
months. 

The  President  remarked,  “Johnstown  knows  how  to  do 
things  ” 

J.  C.  Stock,  of  Carlisle,  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Stats  Executive  Committee  to  procure  a  certificate  of  member¬ 
ship,  as  a  means  of  increasing  the  income.  This  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Discussion  on  Fraternal  Visitation. 

The  discussion  on  “  The  Importance  of  Fraternal  and  Regular 
Visitation  among  neighboring  Associations”  being  next  in  order, 
was  opened  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  of  ten  minutes,  followed  by  three-minute  addresses  from 
others. 

Bro.  Taggart  said  this  visitation  was  the  one  great  need  of  the 
State  to-day.  The  visits  of  the  State  Secretary,  or  of  the  State 
Executive  Committee ,  were  not  sufficient.  The  visitation  would 
prevent  lukewarmness.  If  we  would  receive  we  must  give. 
This  is  a  law  in  the  kingdom  of  grace.  Referring  to  the  third 
specification  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  he  asked, 
How  can  we  do  this  V  and  answered,  Let  Associations  within  a 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles  visit  each  other.  Mutual  visitation 
will  act  favorably  upon  both  the  visited  and  the  visiting. 

“  Blessed  be  the  tie  that  binds  our  hearts  in  Christian  love” 
was  sung. 

H.  C.  Hemming  said:  “There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  in- 
creaseth :  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  need,  and  it 
tendeth  to  poverty.”  Bro.  Taggart  hit  the  nail  squarely  on  the 
head.  We  do  not  visit  enough  to  know  how  to  behave  when 
anybody  comes  to  see  us  from  another  Association.  When  I 
came  here  1  hardly  knew  whether  to  shake  hands  with  a  brother 
of  another  Association  or  not.  I  was  in  the  condition  of  the 
man  who  stayed  away  from  church  so  long  that  he  didn’t  know 
whether  he  ought  to  knock  or  not.  Mutual  visitation  will  thaw 
the  ice  out  of  us.  Let  us  go  and  learn  how  others  do,  and  take 
the  good  things  home  and  report  for  the  benefit  of  our  Associ¬ 
ation. 

E.  H.  Blair,  of  Williamsport,  6aid :  Since  the  Secretary  last 
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visited  the  Association  at  Williamsport,  we  have  visited  two 
Associations ;  and  if  the  reception  we  received  is  an  indication 
of  what  will  be  the  experience  everywhere,  we  think  it  will  pay 
to  visit  neighboring  Associations.  We  were  received  cordially, 
and  those  who  visited  were  as  much  benefitted  as  those  who 
were  visited.  We  have  resolved  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of 
the  Secretary. 

Eev.  John  Hill,  Blairsville. — When  brethren  came  among  us 
and  held  a  series  of  meetings,  there  was  a  kind  of  spontaneous 
uprising,  and  all  felt  ready  to  organize  and  go  to  work.  There 
was  somewhat  of  a  lull  in  our  work,  and  we  got  up  an  anniver¬ 
sary  and  a  Local  Convention,  and  asked  Bros.  Taggart  and  Por¬ 
ter  to  meet  ’with  us,  and  they  came,  and  gave  a  new  impetus  to 
the  whole  work  there.  Such  was  the  feeling  of  the  members 
and  friends  during  that  Convention,  that  wTien  our  Association 
stated  that  $100  were  needed  to  carry  on  the  work  there,  they 
responded  by  giving  over  $200  in  a  few  minutes.  The  effect  of 
the  Convention  was  excellent,  not  only  upon  the  members  of  the 
Association,  but  upon  the  community. 

Rev.  George  Scholl,  Altoona. — It  was  my  privilege  to  attend 
the  Sunday-school  Convention  at  Doylestown.  I  went  feeling  I 
had  done  something  at  home,  but  when  I  heard  the  report  of  one 
I  felt  sure  that  I  had  done  nothing.  Another  then  spoke,  and  I 
was  encouraged.  The  benefits  of  visiting  neighborhood  Asso¬ 
ciations  is  illustrated  by  the  benefits  of  pastoral  visiting.  The 
real  philosophy  of  it  is  that  we  forget  ourselves  and  think  of 
others.  Do  good  and  receive  good :  give  and  be  blest  in  the 
giving,  is  the  law  of  God.  '  As  iron  sharpeneth  iron.'’  You 
know  the  rest. 

J.  E.  Cassell,  Mount  Joy. — About  twenty  of  us  went  to  visit  an 
Association  whose  members  were  discouraged,  and  the  power  of 
God  came  down  upon  us  all,  and  they  were  encouraged  to  go  on ; 
and  two  weeks  ago  I  was  told  they  were  getting  on  finely ;  have 
a  reading  room,  and  sustain  a  weekly  prayer  meeting.  And  the 
benefit  was  mutual :  we  were  richly  repaid  for  our  visit. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart  wished  to  know  the  effect  upon  their  home 
work. 

11.  P.  Shepley,  Blairsville — Our  President  gave  one  side  of  the 
work.  I  want  to  give  the  other.  Our  experience  has  been  that 
the  work  at  home  is  advanced  by  this  visitation.  We  feel  the 
reflex  influence.  In  a  visit  we  made  in  a  heavy  snow  storm,  we 
found  Jesus  present  with  the  little  company  that  met  together. 
Our  prayer  was,  “  O  Lord,  open  thou  our  lips,  and  our  mouths 
shall  show  forth  thy  praise,”  and  the  lips  of  brethren  I  had  never 
heard  pray  at  home  were  opened  at  that  meeting,  and  we  all 
returned  home  feeling  we  had  been  with  Jesus;  and  I  believe 
the  influence  of  that  meeting  has  not  left  us  yet. 

Rev.  Mr.  Flemming,  Johnstown. — The  question  has  been  asked, 
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What  is  the  reflex  influence  upon  the  Associations  themselves 
who  go  out,  as  to  Blairsville  and  Ebensburg?  I  confess  it  is  a 
very  difficult  question  to  answer.  There  are  some  things  easier 
understood  and  felt  and  experienced  than  expressed.  I  must  say 
that  it  is  my  conviction  that  we,  as  an  Association,  would  be 
dying  out  to-day,  if  it  were  not  that  we  did  go  forth  to  Blairs¬ 
ville  and  Ebensburg,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  started 
a  prosperous  Association  there.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  were 
lifted  up  to  a  higher  plain  in  our  own  experience ;  we  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  work  more  earnestly  and  zealously  at  home ;  and  if 
there  was  one  feeling  in  my  mind  stronger  than  another,  it  was 
that  we  had  been  so  lifted  up  by  our  experience  there  that  we 
needed  the  thorn  in  the  flesh  that  we  have  had  in  our  own  ex¬ 
perience  here  at  home.  We  did  sing,  in  order  to  keep  pride 
down,  “  My  soul  be  on  thy  guard.”  I  believe  we  owe  our  present 
existence,  at  least  our  live  existence,  to  having  gone  to  Blairsville 
and  Ebensburg. 

A  venerable  Father  desired  here  to  interrupt  the  discussion  a 
moment,  to  say  farewell  to  the  Convention.  He  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  leave  now,  but  wished  to  say  first  that  he  was  much 
pleased  with  the  Association,  and  felt  a  deep  interest  in  its  work. 

The  President,  in  the  name  of  the  Convention,  thanked  him 
for  his  words  of  encouragement,  and  wished  him  a  safe  journey 
home. 

J.  T.  Renyoulde,  Uniontown,  resuming  the  discussion,  spoke 
of  a  very  interesting  meeting  held  in  his  place  bj^  visiting  breth¬ 
ren  of  the  Association.  The  effect  was  wonderful.  Many  could 
not  gain  admittance,  so  great  was  the  crowd  who  came  to  hear. 

C.  B.  Butler,  Greece  City. — If  these  visits  are  so  good,  I  hope 
this  Convention  will  have  a  sub-convention  in  Butler  county. 
Greece  City,  where  I  reside,  is  full  of  vice  and  immorality.  We 
have  a  small  organization  there,  but  we  are  all  but  ground  out 
by  the  partition  walls  between  the  Churches. 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown. — I  have  felt  the  good  effects 
of  visitation  in  my  own  experience.  My  success  as  a  minister 
has  been  owing  in  no  small  degree  to  these  visitations. 

Dr.  Sheridan,  Johnstown. — I  think  the  importance  of  these 
visitations  may  now  be  safely  assumed.  The  question  arises, 
What  is  the  reason  they  are  so  seldom?  We  all  enjoy  them, 
and  are  benefited  by  them.  The  simple  answer  is,  the  want  of 
time.  But  young  men  get  time  somehow  to  attend  a  base-ball 
contest.  Why,  then,  cannot  Christian  young  men  get  away 
from  their  work  and  make  these  visitations  to  neighboring  Asso¬ 
ciations?  Some  one  said  to  his  neighbor,  “How  is  it  you  can 
get  so  much  time  to  hunt?  1  can’t.”  The  reply  was,  “  My 
friend,  if  you  were  as  fond  of  hunting  as  I  am,  you  would  make 
time,  if  you  could  not  get  it.”  This  is  what  we  must  do  :  make 
time,  take  time. 


Prof.  William  Johnson,  Philadelphia. — A  business  man,  full  of 
business,  who  came  yesterday  and  stayed  until  now,  said  yester¬ 
day,  “How  do  you  do?”  but  to-day,  extending  both  hands,  said, 
“I  am  just  lull.  1  am  going  home;  am  to  lead  meeting  next 
Sunday,  and  I  will  try  to  tell  them  what  1  have  enjoyed  and 
heard  at  this  meeting.”  There  is  the  reflex  influence. 

One  verse  of  “Shall  we  whose  souls  are  lighted?”  was  sung. 
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Discussion  on  tiie  Manner  of  Conducting  Meetings. 

The  next  topic,  “Hints  on  the  Manner  of  Conducting  Meet¬ 
ings,”  was  taken  up.  A  five-minutes’  opening  address  was  made 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Moi  row,  followed  by  three-minute  addresses  from 
others. 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown. — This  subject  becomes  very 
important,  when  we  compare  the  number  of  prayer  meetings  that 
are  interesting  with  those  that  are  not  interesting.  An  article 
in  the  Hew  York  Independent  gives  the  attendance  at  prayer 
meetings  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  comparison  with  the 
full  membership  of  the  Church,  in  some  cases  less  than  ten  per 
cent.  Why  is  this?  One  great  reason  must  be,  the  meetings 
are  not  made  interesting.  The  pastor  may  be,  to  some  extent, 
alive,  but  he  is  not  the  only  man  to  conduct  the  meeting.  He 
should  draw  out  the  talent  by  suggestions,  quotations  from 
Scripture,  giving  out  topics,  and  many  other  ways.  Let  me 
suggest  this:  In  conducting  a  prayer  meeting,  we  should  always 
stick  to  the  point.  Prayer  meetings  are  sometimes  thrown  open 
for  general  remarks  ;  there  is  no  special  topic,  and  nothing  seems 
to  have  any  official  point  in  it ;  but  if  there  is  a  special  topic 
assigned  for  the  meeting,  and  everything  hears  upon  that  sub¬ 
ject,  an  impression  is  made.  Remarks  should  be  pointed,  short, 
pithy. 

Luke  H.  Deitrieh,  Chambersburg. — Every  meeting  should  have 
a  subject — something  definite.  There  should  be  no  sameness  in 
the  prayers,  but  direct  petition  for  present  felt  wants  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  evening.  After  the  meeting  is  opened,  let  it  be 
handed  over  to  the  leader.  Let  each  one  who  feels  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  moves  him,  give  utterance  to  Ids  feelings  in  praise, 
prayer,  and  quotations  or  otherwise ;  and  let  all  be  for  the  glory 
of  God,  leaving  self  out  of  the  question  altogether. 

George  Gallagher,  Hew  Alexandria. — We  meet  weekly  to  study 
the  Scriptures.  Each  brother  is  appointed  alternately  to  lead 
the  meeting.  He  asks  the  questions  and  the  rest  answer.  Then 
we  have  selection  texts  by  the  ladies.  All  give  their  views  upon 
the  selected  text,  and  all  are  interested,  from  the  youngest  to  the 
oldest,  and  are  made  better. 

J.  R.  Rote,  Danville  — We  have  conducted  meetings  in  different 
ways,  and  have  found  those  meetings  most  profitable  in  which 
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we  have  had  some  special  topic  before  us,  and  these  meetings 
have  been  best  attended. 

Prof.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. — Some  thought  the  first  speaker 
was  criticising  the  manner  in  which  some  denominations  con¬ 
ducted  meetings.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  understand  that 
he,  being  pastor  in  the  old  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church,  has  a 
right  to  criticise  his  own  denomination,  and  it  rejoiced  my  heart 
when  I  heard  him.  I  felt  that  a  good  time  was  coming.  In  the 
noon-day  prayer  meeting,  at  Philadelphia,  a  brother  said,  “  I 
have  noticed  there  is  a  nervous  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  leader 
lest  there  should  be  no  time  wasted  by  silence.  Now,  brethren,” 
said  he,  “let  us  not  be  at  all  concerned  about  that.  If  there  is 
silence,  let  us  pray  while  in  silence,  and  then  if  any  one  is  moved 
to  speak,  let  him  do  so;  but  don’t  speak  or  pray  without  being 
moved  to  it.”  This  was  the  best  meeting  I  have  attended  for  a 
long  time.  The  silent  moments  were  spent  in  waiting  upon 
God,  and  we  found  this  even  more  blessed  than  the  talking. 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  Tayloi’stown. — It  may  be  proper  forme  to 
say  that  I  did  not  intend  to  criticise  any  denomination  in  the 
remarks  I  made,  but  only  the  method  to  which  I  referred. 

The  time  for  discussion  having  expired,  J.  C.  Stock,  of  Carlisle, 
was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer. 

On  motion,  the  time  was  extended  to  hear  reports  from  Asso¬ 
ciations  not  yet  heard  from.  The  following  were  reported  : 

Greece  City,  C.  B.  Wight. — Our  Association  is  about  four 
months  old.  Bro.  Taggart  visited  our  place  by  invitation,  and 
aided  us  in  organizing.  No  clergyman  had  ever  been  among  us, 
and  the  people  were  much  interested.  We  had  prayer  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening,  and  four  Sabbath-schools  or  the  Lord’s 
day.  There  are  great  partition  walls  among  us,  as  I  have  said 
before,  but  we  are  trying  to  pull  them  down.  We  have  some 
big  wells  of  oil  and  a  big  well  of  salvation. 

Mount  Jackson,  James  Nesbit. — We  have  thirty  members,  many 
of  them  boys.  Our  work  is  to  keep  up  a  weekly  prayer  meeting. 

New  Cumberland ,  Henry  It.  Mosser. — We  have  about  twenty 
active  members,  and  forty  who  are  not  active.  We  hold  four 
regular  meetings,  and  are  invited  to  hold  more  cottage  and  local 
prayer  meetings  than  we  have  time  for.  The  Local  Convention 
held  at  our  place  did  us  a  great  deal  of  good.  Prof.  Johnson 
won  the  hearts  of  the  children,  and  they  have  become  wedded  to 
our  Association,  and  fill  up  the  places  wherever  our  meetings 
are  held.  We  have  no  denominational  walls  among  us. 

Pleasantville,  S.  Q.  Brown. — We  were  organized  less  than  two 
years  ago,  as  the  result  of  the  visitation  of  the  State  delegates, 
who  went  to  the  Erie  Convention,  and  came  home  with  a  great 
deal  of  enthusiasm.  We  started  with  doubts  and  fears.  It  was 
a  matter  of  prayer  with  us.  About  half  a  dozen  banded  together 
and  said  that  under  any  circumstances  they  would,  if  possible, 
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be  present  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  Monday  evening.  These 
meetings  have  been  continued  until  now.  Feeble  at  first,  we 
have  grown  gradually,  and  last  winter  the  difficulty  under  which 
we  labored — want  of  the  united  support  of  all  the  Churches — 
was  removed  by  the  visit  of  Bros.  Taggart  and  Johnson.  Some 
seventy  were  added  in  a  gracious  revival.  The  large  temper¬ 
ance  hall  where  we  meet,  capable  of  accommodating  three  hun¬ 
dred  persons,  is  often  filled.  Among  the  converts  are  some  who 
seldom  went  to  church,  and  who  were  hard  to  reach.  We  hope, 
in  a  short  time,  to  have  a  hall  of  our  own.  We  have  supplied 
three  contiguous  places  with  services — they  not  being  able  to 
support  a  preacher — and  have  organized  Sabbath-schools  there. 
Some  of  these  are  now  supporting  a  minister.  Our  membership 
is  eighty-three,  part  of  whom  are  ladies. 

Plymouth ,  W.  W.  Lance. — We  started  out  boldly  about  two  years 
ago,  and  for  months  did  well.  A  room  was  rented  and  meetings 
held.  But  owing  to  a  jealous  feeling  among  the  Churches, 
which  in  the  selection  of  officers  was  increased,  we  finally  dwin¬ 
dled  down  to  but  a  few,  who,  by  Divine  aid,  were  permitted  to 
keep  up  the  cottage  prayer  meetings.  When  the  number  de¬ 
creased,  we  thought  best  not  to  carry  the  expense  of  rooms,  and 
decided  to  pay  up  our  debts,  which  we  did.  We  have  now 
gathered  strength  enough  to  try  again.  With  a  firm  belief  that 
the  Lord  will  help  those  who  help  themselves,  we  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  give  a  more  favorable  report  at  the  next  Convention. 
Satan  is  among  our  population  in  the  shape  of  strong  drink,  as 
well  as  many  other  vices  connected  therewith,  and  our  A  ssoci- 
ation  earnestly  request  the  prayers  of  all  delegates,  not  only 
here,  but  when  at  your  homes,  to  help  us  in  the  removal  of  this 
curse  from  our  town,  and  also  for  the  officers  of  our  Luzerne 
county  Court,  that  justice  may  be  granted  us,  as  we  are  now, 
with  the  help  of  others,  prosecuting  the  whisky  ring. 

Philadelphia ,  John  Wanamalter. — In  the  limited  time  allotted 
for  the  reports  we  can  refer  but  briefly  to  the  various  branches 
of  the  work  of  our  Association.  We  have  organized  a  new  de¬ 
partment,  under  the  supervision  of  a  special  officer,  who  will 
have  charge  of  the  religious  work  of  the  Association,  and  to  wel¬ 
come  strangers  and  young  men  visiting  our  rooms.  The  Em¬ 
ployment  Bureau  has  since  its  organization,  nearly  three  years 
ago,  secured  employment  to  over  four  thousand  young  men. 

The  Young  Men’s  League  is  in  successful  operation,  and  fur¬ 
nishes  a  Christian  home  for  forty-six  young  men,  most  of  whom 
are  strangers  in  the  city,  and  all  needing  pecuniary  aid  in  estab¬ 
lishing  themselves  in  business. 

The  Beading  Boom  is  crowded  daily,  and  many  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  our  valuable  library. 

The  Lyceum  meets  weekly,  and  is  of  much  value  in  pi  eparing 
the  members  for  the  duties  of  social  life  and  the  higher  work  of 
the  Church. 
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A  class  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  meets  every  Thursday  even¬ 
ing  during  the  year,  and  a  young  men’s  prayer  meeting  on  Sat* 
urday  evenings.  A  noon-day  prayer  meeting  is  held  at  the 
rooms  daily,  having  been  organized  in  1857,  and  continued  ever 
since  without  interruption. 

Scientific  Lectures  are  delivered  weekly  during  the  fall  and 
winter  months.  Temperance  meetings  are  held  monthly. 

Open-air  meetings  in  various  sections  of  the  city  is  the  special 
work  of  the  summer  months. 

Classes  are  organized  for  instruction  in  German  and  Elocution. 

Many  strangers  are  enabled  to  secure  comfortable  homes  by 
application  to  our  .Register  of  Boarding  Houses,  all  of  which 
have  been  visited,  and  satisfactorily  vouched  for  by  the  coinmit- 
tee.  Temporary  lodging  is  supplied  to  the  destitute. 

The  Branch  Reading  Rooms  in  two  locations  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year. 

The  Day  of  Prayer  appointed  by  the  National  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  Week  of  Prayer,  have  been  observed  in  our  city 
under  the  direction  of  the  Association. 

The  new  building  project  promises  to  be  in  every  way  success¬ 
ful.  Generous  subscriptions  have  already  been  pledged,  a  valuable 
lot  secured,  and  we  trust  to  present  to  the  young  men  of  our  city 
an  attractive  and  home-like  building,  especially  adapted  to  work, 
and  a  centre  of  religious  influence  for  all  time  to  come. 

Scranton,  C.  W.  Kirkpatrick. — I  rise  simply  to  report  progress. 
We  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  by  the  grace  of  God,  hope 
to  continue  so. 

Bro.  Wanamaker,  being  requested,  led  in  prayer. 

Shrewsbury .  Henry  Latimer. — We  have  over  twenty  names  as 
members  of  our  Association.  Three  have  moved  away,  and 
others  will  not  attend  our  meetings.  We  hold  meetings  in  the 
three  churches  in  our  town  alternately  every  Sunday  at  5^  o’clock, 
and  every  Tuesday  evening  in  private  houses.  The  attendance 
at  our  meetings  became  so  small  we  wei*e  almost  discouraged, 
but  last  Sunday  one  of  our  members,  who  had  became  intem¬ 
perate,  attended  our  meeting,  and  asked  the  prayers  of  our  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  himself,  and  that  encouraged  us. 

Titusville ,  E.  G.  Emerson. — Our  Association  at  Titusville  is 
about  five  years  old.  We  have  very  pleasant  rooms,  handsomely 
furnished:  a  good  library ;  the  leading  periodicals  and  papers, 
religious  and  secular,  upon  the  tables.  Last  winter  a  course  of 
lectures  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association.  The 
union  meetings  of  the  Churches  during  the  week  of  prayer  were 
conducted  by  our  members,  and  a  good  effect  was  produced,  by 
bringing  all  denominations  together  in  true  Christian  fellowship. 
Oar  active  workers  consist  of  about  a  dozen  members,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  Churches.  We  have 
maintained  a  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer  meeting,  which  has  been 
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well  attended,  and  at  one  time  there  was  a  deep  interest  mani¬ 
fested,  and  one  or  two  conversions.  We  trust  during  the  coming 
year  to  increase  our  usefulness,  and  do  more  spiritual  work  for 
Jesus. 

Tyrone ,  Henry  Cryders. — We  have  between  thirty  and  torty 
members.  We  have  a  Friday  evening  prayer  meeting,  also  one 
on  Sabbath  afternoon,  in  the  different  churches,  and  have  the 
sympathy  of  all  Christian  people  among  us. 

Temper anceville,  J.  C.  Dorrinyton. — Our  Association  is  about 
three  years  old.  It  was  in  a  dying  condition  for  some  time,  but 
since  January  we  have  revived.  We  hold  cottage  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  on  Thursday,  and  have  a  Sabbath-school  under  our  care.  It 
seems  difficult  ( <>  interest  the  young  men  in  our  work;  the  par¬ 
tition  wall  is  in  our  way. 

John  Wanamaker  of  Philadelphia,  suggested  that  we  should  con¬ 
sider  how  to  get  rid  of  these  partition  walls,  of  which  several  had 
spoken,  and  hoped  the  question  might  be  reported  by  the  business 
Committee  for  discussion  at  a  future  meeting. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart  hoped  the  matter  would  not  be  touched  by 
the  Convention.  A  powerful  revival  of  religion  was  what  was 
needed  to  remove  these  walls,  and  discussion  of  the  question  in  the 
Convention  would  not,  in  his  judgment,  be  profitable. 

The  matter  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Business  Commit¬ 
tee,  who  buried  it. 

Danville ,  C.  P.  Tradway. — We  have  no  hall  and  no  j  artition 
walls.  Our  meetings  are  held  in  the  different  churches.  INot 
long  since  a  brother  said  to  me  that  he  owed  everything  to  our 
Association.  “While  at  one  of  your  meetings,”  said  he,  “1  felt 
that  I  was  going  wrong.”  The  result  was  that  himself  and 
brother,  to  whom  he  opened  his  heart,  knelt  in  prayer  and  plead 
for  forgiveness,  and  were  converted. 

The  time  allotted  to  hear  reports  having  expired,  the  Business 
Committee  reported  the  following  programmes  : 

This  evening,  7.45. — Discussion  :  “  rJ  he  varied  uses  of  the  word 
of  God to  be  opened  in  two  ten-minute  addressee,  by  Martin 
Stutzman  of  Harrisburg,  and  Major  E.  W.  Matthews  of  Foxburg, 
followed  by  voluntary  addresses  for  half  an  hour,  and  concluding 
with  addresses  by  James  McCormick  of  Harrisburg,  and  John 
Wanamaker  of  Philadelphia,  ten  minutes  each. 

Thursday  morning. —  Reports  from  1)  to  9.30  ;  speakers  limited 
to  one  minute  each.  9.30.  Discussion  of  “Methods  of  Reaching 
and  Influencing  Boys to  be  opened  by  William  Adamson 
of  Germantown,  followed  by  voluntary  remarks  till  10.15. 

10.15. — Discussion  :  “The  Blessings  of  Discouragement;”  to 
be  opened  by  H.  Iv.  Porter  of  Pittsburg,  followed  by  general 
discussion  till  11.30. 

11.30. — Question  drawer  until  time  of  adjournment. 

The  doxology  was  sung,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Edie,  of  Ebensburg, 
pronounced  the  benediction. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

The  usual  open-air  meeting  was  held  at  6  o’clock.  At  7.15  a 
praise  and  promise  meeting  was  held  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
conducted  by  Eev.  S.  A.  Taggart  and  Prof.  Wm.  Johnson. 

The  regular  session  commenced  at  7.45.  “All  hail  the  power 
of  Jesus’  name”  was  sung,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Dr. 
Endsley. 

Discussion  on  the  Varied  Uses  of  the  Word  op  God. 

The  subject  for  discussion,  “  The  Varied  Uses  of  the  Word  of 
God,”  was  opened  by  Martin  Stutzman.  of  Harrisburg.  He  said : 
I  love  the  Word  of  God,  and  am  ready  to  tell  all  I  know  about 
it.  It  has  done  so  much  for  me  I  like  to  recommend  it  to  every 
one  I  know.  Once  I  was  in  despair.  I  had  made  a  profession 
of  faith,  but  knew  very  little  of  Christ.  In  that  condition  some 
one  said  to  me,  “  Take  the  Lord  at  his  word,  and  you  will  find 
rest.”  I  did  so,  and  the  first  word  brought  to  my  mind  was, 
“But  of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us 
wisdom  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification  and  redemption.” 
The  next  was,  “  He  hath  removed  our  sins  from  us  as  far  as  the 
east  is  from  the  west.”  Then  I  saw  the  uses  of  this  blessed 
Word,  and  applied  myself  to  its  study.  The  speaker  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  speak  of  the  importance  of  carefully  studying  the 
Word  of  God,  and  to  show  its  use  in  the  prayer  meeting.  Some 
particular  topic  should  always  be  before  us,  if  we  would  have  a 
profitable  meeting.  The  precious  blood  of  Christ,  for  instance. 
If  we  will  carefully  look  out  the  parallel  passages,  and  have  our 
minds  and  hearts  charged  with  the  subject,  we  shall  be  prepared 
for  a  profitable  waiting  upon  God.  Then,  too,  how  useful  is  the 
Word  of  God  in  Christian  intercourse.  A  young  man  said  he 
believed  any  one  who  was  sincere  would  be  saved.  I  replied, 
“  Whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved,”  and  “There  is  none  other  name  given  under  heaven 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved.”  The  young  man  re¬ 
plied  he  never  knew  those  passages  before,  and  said,  “Won’t  you 
form  a  Bible  Class?”  Then  in  open-air  meetings  we  must  be 
able  to  wield  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  ivhich  is  the  Word  of  God, 
if  we  would  meet  with  success,  and  in  order  to  do  this  we  must 
be  diligent  students  of  the  Word  of  God. 

Major  Matthews  of  Foxburg,  said,  his  theory  was  that  God 
gives  us  the  meaning  of  the  Word  just  in  proportion  as  we  are 
to  use  it.  He  who  will  do  the  will  of  the  Father  shall  know  of 
the  doctrine.  In  preparation  for  teaching  in  the  Sabbath-school, 
aftercareful  study,  God  had  illumined  him  as  he  was  endeavoring 
to  explain  to  others,  and  by  his  Spirit  communicated  to  him 
that  which  flesh  and  blood  could  not  reveal. 

Eev.  Dr.  Hill,  of  Blairsville,  spoke  of  the  sanctifying  power  of 
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the  Word:  “Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth,”  our  Saviour 
prayed.  The  daily  papers,  with  their  records  of  crime,  etc.,  are 
debasing  rather  than  elevating,  polluting  rather  than  purifying  ; 
yet  many  Christians  read  them  to  the  neglect  of  the  Word  of 
God.  To  illustrate  the  power  of  the  Word  of  God  to  silence 
infidelity,  the  speaker  narrated  an  interview  he  had  with  a  well- 
read  infidel,  who  asserted  that  Jesus  Christ  had  no  existence 
before  he  was  born  of  the  'Virgin  Mary.  I  was  shocked,  said  the 
speaker,  and  my  mind  seemed  to  be  luminous  with  passages 
proving  our  Lord’s  divinity,  which  I  quoted,  and  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  close  his  mouth  so  that  he  never  answered  again. 

A.  L.  Kelly,  Germantown,  thought  we  often  study  the  Word 
of  God  like  the  Indians  passed  over  the  ground  where  this  city 
now  stands-— having  no  idea  ot  the  untold  wealth  that  lies  hid¬ 
den  deep  below  the  surface,  and  which  is  found  only  by  those 
wrho  dig  for  it.  At  family  prayers  he  used  to  read  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  hurriedly  often,  flow  he  takes  time  to  understand  it,  and 
make  it  interesting  to  his  children. 

Prof.  Johnson  sang,  by  request,  “Cast  your  net  on  the  other 
side.” 

Eev.  Mr.  Flemming,  Johnstown,  said  one  of  the  uses  of  the 
Word  of  God  is  to  minister  consolation  to  the  dying,  Visiting  a 
dying  woman,  1  thought  I  could  do  no  better  than  to  quote  tho 
Word  of  God.  It  did  do  her  good  to  say,  “Peace  I  leave  with 
you ;  my  peace  give  I  unto  you :  not  as  the  world  giveth  give  1 
unto  you.”  “  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  wfith  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  A  brother  once  said  to  me,  “  I 
went  to  the  bedside  of  a  dying  brother  in  the  ministry,  and  as  I 
read  the  words  of  Jesus,  lie  said,  ‘Oh,  that  is  just  what  I  want, 
the  words  of  Jesus.’  ” 

Prof.  Johnson,  Philadelphia,  read  what  the  Psalmist  says  of 
the  varied  uses  of  the  Word  of  God.  “The  law  of  the  Lord  is 
perfect,  converting  the  soul :  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure, 
making  wise  the  simple :  the  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  re¬ 
joicing  the  heart:  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  en¬ 
lightening  the  eyes :  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for 
ever:  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  alto¬ 
gether.” 

Eev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown,  spoke  of  the  importance  of 
studying  the  Word  of  God.  From  it  we  derive  spiritual  nour¬ 
ishment.  W e  feed  our  bodies,  but  oh  how  we  neglect  our  souls ! 

1  fear  too  many  of  us  who  are  prominent  workers  do  not  study 
the  Word  as  much  as  we  ought.  If  we  did  we  should  address 
the  people  more  effectively.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  bring  this 
Word  to  my  heart,  and  to  your  hearts,  to-night.  Let  us  give  the 
people  this  Word  rather  than  our  own  words:  and  in  order  to 
do  this  we  must  lie  full  of  it. 

Eev.  Eobert  McMillan,  Ilermon. — Thought  one  of  the  first 
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uses  of  this  Word  was  simply  to  read  it.  How  many  Christians 
have  not  seen  their  Bibles  since  last  Sunday !  Some  of  us  see  it 
far  less  often  than  w'e  see  our  ledgers,  our  newspapers,  our  bon¬ 
nets  and  fine  dresses.  The  story  of  a  little  girl  who  missed  her 
new  box  of  paints  very  soon  after  they  were  hidden  from  her, 
but  her  missing  Bible  she  never  inquired  for,  was  told  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  indifference  of  many  to  the  Word  of  God.  If  we  would 
have  eternal  life  we  must  search  the  Scriptures. 

“  Rock  of  Ages”  was  sung. 

II.  P.  Shepley,  Blairsville. — “Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy,"  is 
God’s  command.  If  ever  we  are  to  be  holy,  we  must  be  sanctified 
by  the  truth,  and  this  cannot  be  unless  we  study  the  Word. 

Rev.  George  P.  Hayes,  Washington,  Pa.,  spoke  of  the  Proverbs 
of  Solomon  as  containing  invaluable  counsels  to  the  man  of  busi¬ 
ness.  A  merchant  who  had,  when  a  boy,  committed  them  to 
memory,  attributed  his  success  in  after  life  to  their  counsels. 
This,  though  the  lowest  argument  for  hiding  the  Word  of  God 
in  our  hearts,  has  its  value.  A  higher  argument  is,  that  it  ex¬ 
pands  the  intellect.  This  is  the  testimony  of  the  best  thinkers. 
If  we  have  no  higher  aim  than  this,  therefore,  il  is  worthy  our 
study.  But  a  nobler  motive  is  that  we  here  become  acquainted 
with  Him  who  is  our  Saviour,  and  whom  to  know  aright  is  life 
eternal.  Without  a  knowledge  of  him  life  is  a  failure.  In  this 
Word  he  is  revealed  in  ceremony,  and  sacrifice,  and  type,  and 
prophecy,  and  song,  and  fulfillment,  and  in  his  own  personal  life 
and  character,  until  you  understand  his  life  ;  and  to  have  him 
brought  near  to  our  hearts  is  the  thing:  that  will  make  us  like 
the  model  God  approves.  There  is  in  one  of  the  constellations 
what  is  called  the  cross.  If  you  look  through  the  telescope  you 
see  the  stars  are  blood-red.  He  who  put  the  blood-red  cross  in 
the  sky,  which  we  behold  by  the  aid  of  the  telescope,  has  put  the 
blood-red  cross  in  his  Word,  which  we  can  behold  by  aid  of  his 
Holy  Spirit. 

“I  love  to  tell  the  story"  was  sung,  after  which  John  Wana- 
maker,  of  Philadelphia,  made  the  closing  address.  He  said  he 
proposed  to  sum  up  the  footings  that  had  been  given.  My  first 
remark  is,  if  I  understand  the  sentiment  of  this  meeting,  that 
the  great  sorrow  of  the  laud  and  the  Church  may  be  stated  by 
changing  the  first  clause  of  the  topic.  Our  trouble  is  from  the 
unvaried  disuse  of  God’s  precious  Word.  When  the  infidel  and 
the  atheist  assail  us,  we  are  dumb,  because  we  know  not  where 
to  turn  and  read  “  It  is  written.”  Our  prayer  meetings  are  dull, 
because  we  are  not  better  acquainted  with  the  Word  of  God. 
We  must  dig  for  the  treasures  of  God’s  Word  as  the  Cambria 
Coal  Company  digs  for  coal.  The  Lord  is  a  “rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him.” 

God’s  Word  in  the  Bible  Class.  The  first  thing  I  would  do 
would  be  to  see  that  every  person  had  a  Bible  of  his  own.  The 
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speaker  urged  this  point,  and  closed  with  a  beautiful  story,  to 
show  that  our  Heavenly  Father  knows  what  is  best  for  us,  and 
we  should  let  him  choose. 

Prof.  Johnson  sang  “Prodigal  child,  come  home,”  after  which 
Rev.  Mr.  Finch  led  in  prayer.  The  doxology  was  then  sang, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Hill  pronounced  the  benediction. 


T H ITJRSd )AY — THIRD  DAY. 

The  morning  session  was  opened  at  the  usual  hour,  9  o’clock, 
by  the  President,  who  read  from  the  17th  chapter  of  John,  and 
announced  the  hymn,  “  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds.”  Prayer  was 
offered  by  D.  S.  Bursk,  of  Lancaster.  The  minutes  of  Wed¬ 
nesday  afternoon  and  evening  were  then  read  and  approved. 

.Reports  from  Associations, 

The  first  order  of  business  being  reports  from  Associations, 
the  following  were  heard  from  : 

Connellsville,  Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett. — We  have  a  finely  furnished 
room.  Have  held  occasional  meetings  in  the  poorhouse  and  jail, 
and  have  organized  some  Sabbath-schools  in  the  neighborhood, 
but  are  not  doing  the  work  we  ought,  our  working  force  being 
som e  v' h  a  t  re  du e ed . 

Wilkesbarre ,  G.  S.  Rippard. — Our  Association  is  almost  two 
years  old,  having  been  organized  October  30th,  1871.  Denomi¬ 
national  prejudice  we  know  nothing  of.  The  first  persons  who 
signed  the  constitution  were  the  pastors  of  our  Churches.  We 
organized  with  sixty-six  members  ;  now  we  have  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  and  to-morrow  evening  we  expect  to  elect 
eight  or  ten  more.  We  have  very  comfortable  and  commodious 
reading  rooms,  furnished  with  the  daily  and  weekly  papers. 
Our  library  contains  fourteen  hundred  volumes.  Since  last  April 
we  have  kept  up  services  in  the  prison.  We  have  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  every  Monday  evening  in  our  room,  also  another  at  the 
hospital.  Our  efforts  have  been  crowned  in  the  conversion  of  a 
number  of  souls,  and  we  intend  to  enter  more  largely  into  the 
work.  Three  weeks  ago  we  were  favored  with  a  visit  from  Bro. 
Taggart,  which  did  us  all  good. 

The  doxology  was  sung  in  recognition  of  God’s  goodness  to 
this  Association. 

Washington,  Rev.  George  P.  Hayes ,  P.  D. — This  Association 
has  a  room  on  the  second  floor.  It  is  doing  somewhat  in  visiting 
the  jail,  but  its  principal  work  is  looking  after  liquor  selling  in 
opposition  to  our  vote  on  local  option.  We  have  convicted  one 
man,  and  fined  him  one  hundred  dollars  for  selling  one  drink. 

Waynesboro’,  G.  L.  Reedy. — We  are  doiug  a  good  work;  have 


a  well-furnished  room  and  small  library.  We  are  engaged  in 
Sunday-school  work  and  in  holding  prayer  meetings,  in  which 
there  is  considerable  interest.  We  nave  numerous  invitations  to 
hold  meetings  in  the  country  about.  We  have  fifteen  or  twenty 
good  working  members ;  ten  of  these  are  in  earnest,  and  have 
the  spirit  of  the  Master. 

Williamsport,  W.  A.  Hemingway. — Last  year  we  had  fifty 
members;  since  then  we  have  received  one  hundred  and  forty- 
one.  On  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  we  hold  a  prayer 
meeting,  which  is  well  attended.  On  Monday  evening  we  hold 
a  meeting  for  the  promotion  of  holiness ;  on  Thursday  evening 
we  have  four  out-door  meetings ;  on  Saturday  evening  a  Bible 
Class  is  taught  in  our  room  by  the  ministers  of  the  city  alter¬ 
nately. 

Brother  Porter  was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer  of  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  for  the  encouraging  report  from  Williamsport,  and  for  the 
Divine  blessing  upon  it  and  other  Associations  that  had  been 
heard  from. 

The  time  for  hearing  reports  was  extended  fifteen  minutes. 

York,  Judge  Fahs. — We  hold  two  meetings  weekly  in  our 
room,  and  two  cottage  prayer  meetings.  Our  statistics  have 
been  sent  in. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hayes  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions : 

Resolved ,  That  the  religious  association  in  each  College  in  the 
State,  by  whatever  name  called,  be  recognized  as  a  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  on  the  same  conditions  as  other  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations. 

Taylorstown,  Rev.  John  Morrow. — We  have  only  eight  mem¬ 
bers.  The  only  reason  there  was  no  organization  there  before 
is,  no  one  among  us  had  attended  such  meetings  as  this.  A  few 
months  ago  I  went  to  the  place,  and  feeling  that  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  could  do  a  work  in  the  country  a3 
well  as  in  the  town,  I  went  to  work  to  organize  one.  We  have 
about  one  hundred  inhabitants  in  the  village,  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  country  is  thickly  populated.  We  hold  prayer  meetings  in 
the  school-house,  visit  the  sick,  etc. 

Cross  Creek,  Samuel  Magill. — -We  have  but  eighteen  members 
on  the  roll — all  Church  members  in  good  standing ;  about  twelve 
are  active.  We  hold  one  weekly  prayer  meeting,  two  meetings 
of  the  Association  monthly,  one  business  and  one  devotional 
meeting.  During  the  winter  we  hold  meetings  at  school-houses 
in  the  neighborhood,  doing  such  work  as  is  most  needed  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Church. 

Greencastle. — H.  If.  Porter  of  Pittsburg,  stated  that  though  this 
Association  had  no  delegate  here,  it  had  sent  its  representative  in 
a  generous  pledge. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  G.  S.  Rippard,  of  Wilkesbarre, 
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proposing  to  divide  the  first  district  of  Pennsylvania  into  two 
divisions.  The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  arrangement  of 
the  divisions  referred  to  the  Executive  Committue. 

Prof.  Johnson  led  in  singing,  “  Pass  me  not,  O  gentle  Saviour. ’’ 

Vice  President  Porter  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Discussion  on  the  Methods  of  Reaching  and  Influencing 

Boys. 

The  first  topic  of  the  morning  was  taken  up,  namely  :  “  Meth¬ 
ods  of  Reaching  and  Influencing  Boys,”  and  was  opened  by 
William  Adamson,  of  Germantown.  He  remarked  that  there 
were  thirty-seven  thousand  boys  in  Massachusetts  under  sen¬ 
tence  for  crime.  He  had  seen  so  many  boys  Avho  had  attended 
Sabbath-school  on  Sunday  smoking,  chewing,  and  learning  les¬ 
sons  of  vice  through  the  week,  which  effaced  the  good  impres¬ 
sions  of  the  Sabbath,  that  he  had  asked  himself  what  can  be 
done  to  save  them?  Their  homes  are  uninviting,  their  parents 
godless  and  vicious,  and  unless  they  can  be  under  different  in¬ 
fluences  through  the  week,  they  will  fill  our  penitentiaries  soon. 
Many  of  these  boys  came  to  our  rooms,  but  they  were  an  annoy¬ 
ance  to  the  members,  who  desire  them  excluded.  We  were  per¬ 
plexed  to  know  what  to  do  :  we  could  not  drive  them  away, 
neither  could  we  allow  them  to  drive  the  members  away. 
Finally  we  concluded  to  set  apart  two  rooms  for  them  exclu¬ 
sively.  We  provided  them  with  furniture,  reading  matter,  etc., 
and  appointed  a  brother  over  them  to  keep  them  in  order.  We' 
had  a  service  of  song  for  them  on  Monday  evening,  and  a  magic 
lantern,  etc.,  for  their  entertainment.  They  love  to  meet  to¬ 
gether  there,  and  are  interested  in  the  exercises  and  entertain¬ 
ments  provided  for  them,  and  are  improving  under  the  influences 
thus  thrown  around  them. 

A.  L.  Kelly,  Germantown. — Our  success  has  been  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  our  beloved  President,  who  has  just  spoken.  I 
never  understood  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  “  Suffer  the  little 
children  to  come  unto  me,”  until  I  took  charge  of  those  boys. 
We  have  literally  to  suffer.  The  managers  of  our  Association 
were  nearly  all  opposed  to  letting  them  come,  but  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  our  President  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  will  tell  you  how  we 
conduct  our  service  of  song.  Wre  sing  for  about  half  an  hour 
some  familiar  and  beautiful  hymn,  suited  to  their  capacity  and 
age,  as  ‘-There  is  a  happy  land,”  “Rock  of  ages,  cleft  for  me,” 
“Holy  Bible,  book  divine,”  etc.,  then  read  about  five  verses  from 
the  Bible,  and  by  this  time  they  were  generally  worked  up  to 
real  enthusiasm.  Then  I  have  a  magic  lantern,  and  show  them 
temperance  and  sacred  pictures,  or  other  interesting  views,  for 
about  half  an  hour.  The  room  will  be  crowded  with  these  Arabs 
of  the  street,  and  sometimes  perhaps  a  hundred  have  been  unable 
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to  gain  admission.  They  often  bring  their  fathers  and  mothers 
with  them.  Some  of  them  give  evidence  of  a  change  of 
heart.  It  has  required  great  patience  to  get  along  with  them, 
but  I  loved  them,  and  when  they  see  that  one  loves  them  they 
are  the  most  grateful  little  fellows  in  the  world,  and  are  sorry 
for  any  wrong  they  do  or  grief  they  cause,  when  kindly  re¬ 
proved. 

J.  C.  Stock,  Carlisle. — Tf  we  would  reach  and  influence  boys  we 
must  retain  our  boyish  natures.  They  appreciate  kindness  and 
recognition.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  power  in  the  word 
“  please.” 

J.  Q.  Disbrow,  Erie. — I  love  boys.  In  Erie  they  recognize  me. 
Men  may  pass  me  by,  but  not  the  boys.  One  day  as  I  was 
standing  contemplating  one  of  God’s  beautiful  pictures — a  sunset 
in  the  large,  beautiful  lake — I  heard  a  boy  near  me  swear. 
Looking  up  in  astonishment,  I  said,  “  Bill,  I  must  go.”  “  Why?” 
said  he.  “  Because,”  said  I,  “  I  cannot  hear  boys  swear.”  He 
seemed  sorry,  and  I  do  not  think  he  will  be  guilty  of  uttering  an 
oath  again,  certainly  not  in  my  presence.  By  kindness  we  may 
save  boys  who  carry  in  their  hands  the  future  destinies  of  the 
world. 

John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia. — “Boys  are  boys,”  it  is  said; 
“but  they  will  be  men.”  The  way  I  have  found  most  successful 
in  reaching  boys  is  to  organize  them  into  a  society,  and  make  one 
a  president  and  another  a  secretary,  and  give  them  hints  how  to 
conduct  a  meeting.  Give  them  a  book  to  read,  then  criticise  for 
their  improvement.  Give  one  a  resolution  to  offer,  and  so  lead 
them  on,  and  they  will  begin  to  respect  themselves,  and  try  to 
appear  respectably.  Thus  drawing  them  to  myself  by  showing 
an  interest  in  and  helping  them,  I  may  hope  gradually  to  draw 
them  into  the  Church.  Tact  is  a  great  thing  in  managing  boys. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hayes,  Washington,  put  in  a  plea  for  mirthfulness. 
Boys  are  full  of  it.  I  fear  we  put  on  a  little  too  much  big  piety. 
Mirthfulness  governs  mirthfulness.  You  can  run  a  boys’  meet¬ 
ing  and  make  them  pay  all  the  cost  if  you  will  give  them  mirth 
enough  with  wisdom,  religion,  etc. 

W.  A.  Hemingway,  Williamsport. — The  best  way  to  reach  boys 
is  to  make  them  feel  that  you  love  them.  Hearing  a  boy  swear 
on  the  street,  I  said,  “  My  little  fellow,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you 
swear ;  don’t  you  know  it  is  wicked  ?”  And  I  told  him  I  re¬ 
proved  him  because  I  loved  him.  He  seemed  surprised,  and  a 
few  days  afterwards,  seeing  me  on  the  street,  ran  towards  me, 
saying,  “  Say,  mister,  I  haint  swore  since.” 

Rev.  George  Scholl,  Altoona. — The  only  practicable  way  of 
reaching  a  large  number  of  boys  has  been  given  by  the  brother 
from  Germantown.  We  must  invest  largely,  as  Spurgeon  says, 
in  benevolent  enterprises. 

Prof.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. — We  must  give  confidence  to  gain 
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confidence.  This  was  illustrated  by  the  speaker’s  experience  in 
a  reform  school.  A  conspiracy  to  escape  was  discovered,  and  the 
boys,  about  twenty,  were  locked  up  in  dark  cells.  One  of  them 
expressed  a  desire  to  get  out  into  the  open  air.  I  proposed  to 
the  officers  to  take  them  all  out  berrying,  and  placing  the  boys 
upon  their  honor.  This  was  thought  to  be  too  great  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  assume,  but  I  finall}r  obtained  consent,  and  told  the  boys 
wc  would  go  out  into  the  woods  and  have  a  grand,  good  time, 
and  that  I  wanted  them,  when  they  heard  my  whistle,  to  re¬ 
spond  promptly.  They  were  delighted  and  promised,  and  were 
as  good  as  their  word,  and  from  that  day  not  one  wanted  to  get 
away  from  the  institution.  In  a  Sabbath-school  that  is  disor¬ 
derly,  I  would  take  the  worst  boy  and  say  to  him,  “  1  under¬ 
stand  there  are  some  bad  boys  in  this  school,  but  with  your  help 
I  think  we  can  get  along.”  Put  confidence  in  boys,  and  you  can 
govern  them. 

On  motion,  the  time  for  this  discussion  was  extended  fifteen 
minutes. 

D.  E.  Small,  York,  spoke  of  the  power  of  kindness  to  govern 
boys.  A  city  missionary  in  Philadelphia,  while  waiting  his  turn 
at  a  barber  shop,  and  sitting  by  the  window,  caught  a  little  boy, 
who  was  pulling  his  hair  from  without.  The  boy  was  very  much 
frightened,  but  the  missionary,  instead  of  punishing  him,  placed 
a  five-cent  piece  in  his  hand.  A  week  or  two  afterward  the  little 
fellow,  seeing  him  in  the  street,  ran  after  him  and  said,  “Say, 
mister,  ain’t  you  God?”  “No,”  said  the  missionary;  “but  if 
you  will  come  to  our  Sunday-school  next  Sunday,  I  will  tell  you 
who  God  is.”  “But  1  have  no  shoes.”  “Then!  will  get  shoes  for 
you,”  replied  the  missionary.  Not  long  after  the  boy  was  con¬ 
verted.  The  little  heathen  was  so  ignorant  that  all  he  knew  of 
God  was  that  he  was  good,  and  when  he  received  only  kindness 
where  he  expected  punishment,  he  thought  such  a  good  man 
must  be  God  Oh,  there  is  power  in  kindness.  Boys  are  the 
hope  of  the  future.  Take  them  by  the  hand  and  make  them  feel 
you  care  for  them.  You  remember  the  reception  of  Welling¬ 
ton.  The  people  passed  before  him  in  three  divisions:  first,  the 
veterans,  second  the  middle-aged,  then  the  boys.  The  old  men, 
as  they  passed,  were  instructed  to  say,  “We  leave  been  brave;” 
the  middle-aged,  following,  said,  “We  are  brave;”  and  the  boys 
said,  “  We  will  be  brave.”  Affected  by  all,  the  old  duke  was  most 
affected  by  this  word  of  the  boys,  and  said  with  a  tear  in  his 
eye,  “  Thank  God,  England  is  safe.  The  boys  say  they  will  be 
brave.”  Our  hope  is  in  the  boys,  and  if  they  say  they  will  be 
brave  for  Christ,  the  country  will  be  safe. 

Eev.  Robert  McMillan,  Hermon,  spoke  of  his  method  of  con¬ 
ducting  boys’  prayer  meetings.  He  had  intended  to  appoint  one 
of  them  to  lead  it,  but  they  desired  him.  It  was  understood  that 
each  boy  was  to  pray.  Three  or  four  would  pray  in  succession, 
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for  their  prayers  were  vory  short.  Then  I  would  lead  in  prayer, 
putting  together  all  their  little  prayers  into  one,  as  well  as  I 
could,  and  they  saying  it  after  me.  Another  method  I  tried  was 
this:  I  would  take  a  psalm,  and  tell  them  we  will  pray  over 
that  next  time — all  pray  for  that  one  thing.  Thus  we  had  a 
definite  object  before  us.  Many  of  these  boys  were  converted. 

Wm.  Adamson,  Germantown.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  bring¬ 
ing  boys  together  if  we  have  music.  A  magic  lantern  is  useful. 
When  they  find  you  don’t  want  to  harm  them,  you  can  resort  to 
teaching.  The  primary  object  is  to  make  them  feel  that  you 
want  to  do  them  good.  When  they  get  that  impression  they 
are  your  friends.  William  C.  Cattell  told  me  that  he  was  once  a 
city  missionary  in  Mew  York,  and  had  charge  of  a  Sunday-school 
at  Five  Points.  He  took  the  leader  a  nong  the  boys,  and  put 
him  over  them  to  keep  order,  and  he  was  as  great  an  assistance 
to  him  as  he  had  before  been  a  trial. 

The  time  for  the  discussion  of  this  topic  being  up,  Prof. 
Johnson  sang  “Open  the  door  for  the  children,”  and  Mr.  Wana- 
maker  offered  prayer.  “  Eescue  the  perishing”  was  then  sung. 

Discussion  on  tiie  Blessings  of  Discouragement. 

The  next  topic  was,  “The  Blessings  of  Discouragement,” 
which  was  opened  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hayes,  of  Washington  and  Lafay¬ 
ette  College.  He  said  we  were  accustomed  to  look  upon  dis¬ 
couragements  as  an  unmitigated  evil,  but  if  everybody  was  en¬ 
couraged,  we  would  all  stick  to  the  things  we  are  now  doing. 
In  discouragement  we  are  led  to  look  for  other  methods  of  work 
and  activity.  Again,  discouragement  has  a  good  effect  upon  the 
mind  itself,  and  upon  the  Church.  It  disciplines  the  mind  and 
purifies  the  Church  of  many  whom  we  could  not  otherwise  get 
rid  of,  who  are  dead  branches.  We  read  that  on  one  occasion 
many  of  our  Lord’s  disciples  were  offended  and  walked  no  more 
with  him.  Once  more :  If  we  always  succeeded  in  our  enter¬ 
prises,  we  would  become  very  self-important  and  self-satisfied. 
I  never  knew  but  one  man  converted  by  prosperity ;  but  how 
many  have  been  driven  to  the  Saviour  by  adversity?  How 
often  discouragement  has  convinced  us  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  God’s  grace  and  help.  Man’s  extremity  is  God’s  opportunity. 
A  dying  father  sent  for  his  two  skeptical  sons,  to  come  and  see 
how  a  Christian  could  meet  death.  When  they  came  he  was  in 
great  darkness  and  distress  of  mind,  and  he  passed  away  in  this 
state  of  mind.  I  said,  “  It  is  a  great  pity,  for  these  sons  will  be 
confirmed  in  their  unbelief.”  One  of  them  said  to  the  other, 
“Father  sent  for  us  to  come  home  and  see  a  Christian  die;  but 
if  that  is  the  way  a  Christian  dies  there  is  nothing  in  religion 
•certainly.”  But  the  other  replied,  “  That  is  not  the  impression 
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made  on  my  mind.  If  so  good  a  man  as  father  died  in  that  way, 
what,  sort  of  a  death  is  before  you  and  mo  ?”  And  they  found 
no  peace  until  both  were  converted.  That  is  just  what  the 
father  sent  for  them  to  come  home  for — that  they  might  be  con¬ 
verted  by  seeing  him  die.  It  was  not  in  his  way,  but  God’s 
ways  are  not  as  ours.  Blessed  is  the  man  that  is  willing  to  fail 
for  Christ’s  sake. 

H.  H.  Otto,  Williamsport. — We  owe  our  success  as  an  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  discouragement.  Last  year,  at  Carlisle,  I  spoke  of  our 
Association  being  involved  in  a  great  debt,  some  $900.  It  drove 
me  to  my  closet.  I  said  to  the  brethren,  “  What  shall  we  do?" 
One  said,  “Let  the  sheriff  come.”  “Ah,”  said  I,  “never.”  We 
started  out,  and  in  a  few  months  raised  the  $900. 

C.  W.  Kirkpatrick,  Scranton. — “  When  we  are  weak  then  we 
are  strong.  There  is  a  source  of  unfailing  help,  and  discourage¬ 
ments  are  to  drive  us  to  that  unfailing  source.  God  has  reserved 
the  glorv  for  himself. 

Lev.  It.  L.  Ryder,  Hollidaysburg. — I  believe  it  was  Robinson 
who  said,  “Men  in  most  cases  desert  the  wTorld  when  the  world 
deserts  them.”  In  illustration  of  that  he  remarked  that  the 
prodigal  son  deserved  the  husks  when  no  man  gave  him  to  eat. 
It  is  true  the  enemies  of  Christ  may  sometimes  say,  “  I  don’t 
care  about  being  religious,  for  you  have  as  many  discourage¬ 
ments  as  we.”  But  after  all  we  know  the  pious  soul  is  drawn 
nearer  to  God  by  these  things,  because  God  is  with  him ;  and 
unless  biography  and  the  Bible  are  false,  it  is  true  that  “all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,”  discouragements 
included. 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown. — One  of  the  blessings  I  have 
experienced  from  discouragements  was,  that  every  time  I  have 
been  discouraged  I  have  enjoyed  the  success  far  more  than  I 
would  have  done  had  I  not  been  discouraged.  Another  blessing 
was  that  when  I  became  discouraged,  then  the  Christ  that  would 
bring  encouragement  was  raised  higher  than  ever  before.  And 
I  pray  God  that  such  discouragement  may  come  to  the  members 
of  this  Association  every  time  they  trust  in  themselves,  until 
they  raise  Christ  so  much  that  they  will  feel  this  blessing  com¬ 
ing  to  them,  because  they  have  exalted  Christ. 

Prof.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. — When  I  was  a  boy  I  stubbed  my 
toe,  being  barefooted,  and  a  kind  lady  kissed  away  my  tears, 
sympathized  with  me,  and  bound  up  my  wound,  so  that  I  was 
made  happier  by  her  kindness  than  I  was  before  I  was  hurt,  and 
the  boys  envied  me  the  kind  attentions  I  had  received.  So  in 
affliction  the  Lord  comforts  us,  and  we  feel  like  David  to  say, 
“  It  has  been  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflicted.” 

S.  Q.  Brown,  Pleasantville. — “Blessed  are  they  that  mourn.” 
It  is  good  for  us  to  mourn  sometimes,  for  we  are  blessed  in  look¬ 
ing  up  the  promises  to  the  discouraged. 
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John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia,  read  several  passages  from 
the  Scriptures  bearing  upon  the  point  under  discussion. 

“  Other  refuge  have  I  none”  was  sung,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  D.  C.  Kolp,  of  Harrisburg.  The  discussion  here  closed,  the 
time  having  expired. 

The  Business  Committee  submitted  the  following  report : 

Afternoon  Session,  24. — “  How  shall  we  reach  and  keep  hold 
of  young  men  ?”  To  be  opened  by  T.  J.  Gillespie,  Pittsburg,  in 
a  ten-minutes’  speech,  followed  by  voluntary  remarks  of  three 
minutes  each  for  fifty  minutes ;  followed  by  reports  of  commit¬ 
tees  and  general  business,  adjourning  at  4.45. 

Evening  Session. — To  be  held  in  the  Methodist  Church,  be¬ 
ginning  at  7.45.  Topic  for  discussion,  “Different  Phases  of 
Association  Work,”  by  Rev.  R.  McMillan,  Rev.  George  Scholl, 
J.  McLaughlin,  John  Wanamaker,  Rev.  George  P.  Hayes,  D.D., 
and  H.  K.  Porter,  in  ten-minute  addresses,  closing  with  an  address 
by  the  President  and  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Convention. 

The  Devotional  Committee  reported  that  a  prayer  meeting 
would  be  held  in  the  lecture  room  from  2  to  24  o’clock,  to  be  led 
by  Bro.  Scholl.  Open-air  meeting  at  64  o’clock;  leader,  Andrew 
Blair ;  speakers,  J.  Q.  Disbrow,  T.  J.  Gillespie,  W.  A.  Hemingway. 
Devotional  meeting  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  evening,  at 
7.15,  to  be  led  by  Bro.  E.  C.  Emerson. 

A  motion  to  open  the  Question  Drawer  at  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  session  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  session  closed  with  the  doxology,  and  the  benediction  by 
Rev.  S.  M.  Stiles,  of  Philadelphia. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  2J  o’clock. 
“  A  charge  to  keep  I  have”  was  sung,  and  prayer  was  offered  by 
Henry  Latimer.  “Work,  for  the  night  is  coming”  was  then 
sung,  after  which  the  minutes  of  the  morning’s  session  were 
read  and  approved. 

Discussion  on  the  Method  of  Reaching  Young  Men. 

The  topic,  “How  shall  we  reach  and  keep  hold  of  the  Young 
Men  ?”  was  opened  by  T.  J.  Gillespie,  of  Pittsburg.  He  said 
that  to  reach  and  retain  the  young  men  was  the  great  object  of 
our  organization,  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  most  important 
subjects  before  us,  yet  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
discuss.  The  danger  to  which  young  men  are  exposed,  and 
the  power  they  are  in  the  world,  makes  it  our  duty  to  try  to 
reach  them.  How  this  shall  be  done  is  the  question.  “Go  for 
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them,1'  is  one  answer  to  this  question.  Use  your  personal  influ¬ 
ence  with  them.  Then  we  should  offer  inducements  for  them 
to  come  among  us  by  making  our  rooms  attractive,  furnishing 
reading  matter,  providing  lectures.  We  should  also  have  a 
.gymnasium,  etc.,  and  then  our  religious  meetings  should  be 
made  interesting.  And,  as  in  business,  we  must  advertise,  if 
we  would  succeed.  Nor  should  we  forget  to  welcome  them 
cordially  when  they  come,  and  make  them  feel  at  home  and  that 
we  are  glad  to  see  them. 

Rev.  II.  Baker,  Altoona. — My  answer  to  the  question  under 
discussion  is,  1st.  Pray  for  them.  2d.  Go  after  them,  as  has  been 
said.  “Run,  speak  to  that  young  man”  is  the  direction  of  Holy 
W  rit.  3d.  We  should  show  young  men  that  religion  is  a 
cheerful  thing.  Meet  them  not  with  a  long  face,  but  with  a 
smile.  Let  them  see  that  there  is  “love,  joy,  peace,”  in  religion. 

A.  L.  Kelly,  Germantown.— There  are  two  classes  we  are  to 
reach :  1st.  The  middling  class,  poor  mechanics  and  clerks — 
especially  the  latter,  Avhose  salary  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  pay 
their  board.  Unable  to  dress  to  move  in  respectable  society  they 
go  to  the  drinking  saloons  where  they  find  a  welcome  and  at¬ 
tractions  in  the  way  of  music,  pictures,  etc.  In  Germantown  we 
have  reached  both  classes. 

L.  W.  Deitrich,  Chambersburg. — We  should  try  to  keep 
young  men  at  home  in  the  country,  it  seems  to  me,  where  they 
have  friends  and  society  and  good  associations,  and  discourage 
their  going  to  the  city  to  live  on  starvation  salaries,  and  to  be 
excluded  from  good  society  and  exposed  to  vicious  associations. 

Rev.  T.  R.  Jones,  Ebensburg. — It  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to 
reach  young  men  we  must  put  forth  personal  effort.  It  is  not 
<enough  to  get  them  into  our  Association  rooms,  we  must  invite 
them  to  our  homes.  1  have  tried  this  and  found  it  the  most 
effectual  way. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  Pittsburg. — We  ought  to  be  very  natural 
when  we  speak  to  them  on  religion.  A  man  invited  another  to 
get  into  his  carriage  and  ride,  and  then  feeling  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  speak  to  him  about  his  soul,  said  in  a  grave  tone,  “Are  you 
prepared  to  die,  my  friend?”  The  man  thought  he  was  going  to 
kill  him,  and,  springing  out  of  the  carriage,  ran  from  him  with 
all  his  might. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown. — Most  that  has  been  said 
about  the  work  has  been  about  city  work.  We  want  to  know 
how  to  reach  young  men  in  the  country.  It  has  been  said,  “  Go 
ifo>r  them.”  But,  sometimes  they  wont  come  if  you  do.  Again  it 
has  been  said,  Supply  the  place  of  home.  But  we  have  young 
men  who  have  homes,  yet  they  are  going  to  ruin. 

T.  F.  Bailey,  Pittsburg. — I  would  go  about  this  work  in  the 
same  manner  as  about  my  ordinary  business.  In  the  first  place 
J  would  district  the  city,  and  appoint  men  to  canvass  that  district 
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and  follow  them  up;  know  their  character;  then  invite  them  into 
the  Association. 

Mr.  Brown,  Foxburg. — We  must  get  acquainted  with  the 
young  men.  How  shall  we  do  that?  If  we  were  going  into 
business  matters  we  would  try  to  find  the  particular  bent  of  a 
young  man,  what  he  is  interested  in,  and  talk  about  that  and  so 

fet  acquainted  with  him.  Introduce  them  into  our  homes  and 
e  cordial ;  introduce  them  to  our  friends  ;  they  will  then  respect 
themselves  and  will  not  be  seen  going  into  drinking  saloons. 
After  we  get  them  into  our  meetings  we  must  vary  the  exercises; 
introduce  reading  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  ;  have  a  social  time 
and  amusements. 

“Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul”  was  sung. 

W.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburg. — If  I  know  of  a  young  man  I  can¬ 
not  as  well  reach  as  some  one  else,  I  get  some  one  who  can  reach 
him  to  go  after  him.  A  lady  wrote  to  me  requesting  that  I  would 
call  on  a  young  man  reading  law  in  our  city.  That  being  in  my 
line  I  thought  I  could  reach  him.  When  I  first  called  on  him  I 
proposed  to  introduce  him  to  several  lawyers  of  my  acquaintance. 
These  were  in  our  Association,  and  thus  we  drew  him  in,  and  he 
became  interested  and  identified  himself  with  us. 

Prof.  Johnson,  Philadelphia. — I  once  invited  several  boys  to 
my  room — five  in  all.  I  talked  to  each  one  about  his  business. 
One  was  in  a  printing  office,  another  in  a  brick  yard,  and  so  on. 
They  conversed  freely  about  what  was  so  familiar  to  them,  and 
each  became  interested  in  the  occupation  of  the  other.  If  we 
would  reach  others  we  must  take  an  interest  in  what  interests 
them.  After  spending  some  time  in  this  way  I  asked  each  what 
he  was  reading.  Then  he  felt  free  to  tell  me.  One  said  he  was 
reading  history,  another  yellow  covered  literature.  After  some 
words  of  advice  concerning  their  reading  I  proposed  that  wo 
should  each  repeat  a  passage  of  Scripture,  and  after  this  we  had 
singing.  All  got  around  the  instrument,  and  had  a  delightful 
time.  Before  parting  I  proposed  a  word  of  prayer.  I  then 
asked  them  if  they  would  come  on  the  next  Sunday  night,  and 
all  seemed  glad,  and  one  asked  if  he  might  bring  a  friend  with 
him. 

J.  Q.  Disbrow,  Erie.— The  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in 
their  generation  than  the  children  of  light.  A  prize  fighter 
strikes  repeatedly  in  one  place.  Upon  this  principal  several  of 
us  determined  to  concentrate  our  efforts  upon  one  man  and  were 
successful  in  prevailing  upon  him  to  give  up  his  profanity  and 
attend  church. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Sheridan,  Johnstown. — All  our  appliances  may  be  per¬ 
fect,  but  there  is  a  power  we  would  like  to  enlist,  and  that  is  the 
influence  of  pai'ents. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  Blairsville, — This  matter  of  parents  looking  after 
their  children  is  important.  We  do  not  pray  enough  for  the  con- 
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version  of  our  children,  and  don’t  expect  it  until  they  arrive  at 
years  of  maturity.  There  is  no  period  beyond  their  infancy 
when  we  ought  not  to  expect  God  to  convert  them. 

Eev.  Robert  McMillan,  Hermon. — One  of  our  methods  is  this : 
Our  Association  holds  a  meeting-  in  a  school  house  on  Sabbath 
night.  Fifteen  or  twenty  of  us  go  there- — men  and  women — and 
pray,  exhort,  and  try  to  bring  the  gospel  home  as  well  as  we  can. 
During  the  meeting  we  select  the  young  men  we  want  to  reach, 
who  have  no  church  relation,  and  we  assign  members  to  speak  to 
them — if  they  don’t  go  home  with  the  girls;  iu  that  case  we 
have  to  select  another  time.  Thus  we  endeavor  to  reach  them. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Edie,  Ebensburg,  was  allowed  five  minutes  to 
make  a  statement  relative  to  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly , 
now  the  organ  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations. 

Rev.  Yates  Hickey,  Washington,  was  permitted  to  make  a 
statement  relative  to  the  suppressing  of  vile  literature. 

The  Committee  on  Business  presented  their  report  in  part,  and 
promised  to  report  in  full  at  the  evening  session. 

The  first  resolution  concerning  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of 
temperance  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  spoken  to  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ilayes,  and 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  George  Morrow,  of  Taylorstown,  the  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  topic  of  the  afternoon  was  continued  for  a  half 
hour.  Brother  Morrow  urged  that  all  do  what  we  here  see  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  matter  under  discussion.  He  hoped  the  method 
of  the  brother  from  Erie,  to  concentrate  upon,  and  continue  our 
efforts,  would  be  adopted. 

Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  Plymouth,  spoke  of  the  effect  of  private, 
personal  appeal  in  the  spirit  of  love.  It  is  almost  irresistible. 

Rev.  Mr.  Flemming,  Johnstown. — I  have  often  felt  prompted 
to  call  at  a  certain  house,  and  I  have  never  obeyed  that  prompting, 
but  I  have  felt  persuaded  that  it  was  the  prompting  of  the  Spirit, 
and  have  never  disobeyed  it,  but  I  felt  I  had  done  wrong.  I 
can  recall  but  three  persons  who  have  not  come  out  on  the 
Lord’s  side  whom  I  have  approached  directly  under  the  influence 
of  such  promptings,  and  I  have  hope  of  them. 

Others  spoke  briefly,  after  which  the  Committee  on  Cre¬ 
dentials  made  their  report  through  Dr.  Caldwell,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  and  presented  the  following  as  the  list  of  dele¬ 
gates  present  at  the  Convention : 

List  of  Delegates. 

Altoona. — George  W.  .Tones,  George  F.  Jones,  Eev.  George 
Scholl,  Rev.  H.  Baker,  C.  W.  Bradley,  A.  T.  Findley,  W.  A. 
Magee. 
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Baherstown. — M.  L.  Harbison,  James  Wilson,  Rev.  W.  G. 
Stewart. 

Belief onte. — R.  A.  Kinsloe,  N.  Beck,  Eev.  R,  Crittendon. 

Bell  Mills. — I).  II.  Campbell. 

Blairsville. — Samuel  Dixon,  John  Bruce,  John  Hill,  Paul  Graff, 
Lyman  Walker,  Robert  Johnstown,  H.  P.  Eugg,  Howard  P 
Shepley,  Rev.  A.  Babb,  James  F.  Elder,  E.  North,  Rev.  George 
Hill,  D.D.,  M.  H.  Hosack,  H.  W.  Stratton,  W.  M.  Baird,  John 
G.  Shields. 

Canal. — A.  C.  Brush. 

Carlisle. — J.  C.  Stock,  A.  A.  Line,  Andrew  Blair,  J.  H.  Wolf. 
Chambersbury . — George  M.  Hoke,  L.  W.  Deitrich,  W.  B.  Reed. 
Clearfield. — Rev.  A.  Q.  Ilartsock. 

Conncllsville. — Rev.  J.  M.  Barnett,  J.  T.  Russel. 

Cross  Creek. — Samuel  Magill. 

Danville. — C.  II.  Zehnder,  C.  P.  Bradway,  J.  R.  Rote. 

Dunbar. — J.  H.  Byers. 

Easton. — E.  I.  Davies. 

Ebensburg. — Rev.  J.  AY.  Edie,  G.  A.  Kinkead,  John  I.  Evans, 
A.  Blain,  David  D.  Pryce,  Wm.  A.  Gittings,  Isaac  Evans,  S.  H. 
Davis,  Rev.  T.  R.  Jones,  Robert  James,  A.  A.  Barker,  C.  T. 
Roberts. 

Emlenton. — L.  B.  AATeis,  J.  A\r.  Barclay. 

Erie. — J.  Q.  Disbrow. 

Foxburg. — Maj or  E.  AV.  Matthews. 

Germantown.-— Albert  L.  Kelly,  William  Adamson. 

Gettysburg. — Charles  E.  Hay. 

Greece  City. — C.  B.  Wight. 

Greenville. — Samuel  Caldwell . 

Harrisburg. — H.  C.  Demming,  Jas.  McCormick,  Jr.,  J.  N. 
Deeter,  D.  R.  AYyeth,  Martin  Stutzman,  D.  C.  Kolp. 

Hermon. — Rev.  Robert  McMillan. 

Holliday sburg. — Rev.  D.  L.  Ryder. 

Hulmeville. — Edmund  G.  Harrison. 

Huntingdon. — G.  B.  Armitage,  R.  A.  Orbison,  C.  J.  AYelch,  J. 
R.  Simpson. 

Indiana. — Rev.  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  Rev.  David  Blair.’ 

Johnstown. — AYm.  Aschom,  J.  C.  Berkey,  John  Folsom,  John 
C.  Sheridan,  John  Harker,  Wm.  E.  White,  H.  S.  Bowers,  Thos. 
Kirlen,  Emery  AYest,  John  E.  Hill,  Benj.  Ilinehman,  Jr., 
Hiram  Layton,  R.  D.  Jones,  J.  B.  Price,  D.  P.  Petrikin,  B.  F. 
Speedy. 

Lafayette  College.—)  F.  Stonecipher,  J.  R.  Henderson. 
Lancaster. — D.  S.  Bursk. 

Lewisville. — Rev.  D.  J.  Irwin,  John  Barkley. 

Livermore. — Rev.  AY.  F.  Hamilton. 

Mt.  Jackson. — J.  S.  Wallace,  James  Nesbit. 


Mount  Joy. — J.  E.  Cassell,  E.  W.  Kraybill,  J.  H.  Strickler 
J,  R.  Hoffer,  John  McFarland,  S.  J.  Owens,  J.  A.  Patterson. 

Mount  Pleasant. — John  Warden,  John  Cunningham,  Rev.  S. 
Wakefield. 

New  Alexandria. — George  Gallagher. 

New  Brighton. — A.  I).  Gilleland. 

New  Cumberland. — Rev.  P.  F.  Eyer,  H.  R.  Mosser,  J.  B 
Kauffman,  John  Brady. 

New  Florence. — R.  S.  Elliott,  Rev.  John  T.  Riley. 

Philadelphia. — John  Wanamaker,  Thomas  Marshall,  Prof.  Wm. 
Johnson,  Prof.  S.  M.  Stiles,  N.  Kingsberry,  Rev.  E.  AY.  Rice. 

Pittsburg. — H.  K.  Porter,  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  J.  A.  McCune, 
Jas.  P.  Orr,  W.  K.  Jennings,  J.  F.  Robinson,  T.  P.  Bailey,  T.  J. 
Gillespie,  B.  Tripp,  R.  A.  Orr. 

Pleasantville. — Rev.  J.  McLachlan,  S.  Q.  Brown,  John  Nichols 

Plymouth. — William  Davis,  W.  W.  Lance. 

Portage. — J.  C.  Martin. 

Pottsville, — Chas.  W.  Wells. 

Scranton. — W.  G.  Doud,  C.  W.  Kirkpatrick. 

Shrewsbury. — Henry  Latimer,  George  F.  Boessor,  Wm.  H, 
Green. 

Taylorstown. — Rev.  John  Morrow,  Charles  Blayney. 

Temper anceville. — James  C.  Dorrington,  W.  R.  Zeigler. 

Titusville.— E.  O.  Emerson. 

Turtle  Creek. — S.  I.  Shaw,  John  S.  Stewart,  Jr.,  R.  E.  Stewart. 

Tyrone.— W.  II.  II.  Young,  C.  J.  Kegel,  Rev.  J.  Kistler,  Henry 
Cryders,  S.  H.  Cree,  Rev.  S.  M.  Moore. 

Uniontown. — G.  T.  Reynolds. 

Washington. — Yates  Hickey,  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hayes,  D.  D. 

Waynesboro. — Rev.  C.  L.  Keedy,  Joseph  Price. 

Webster. — John  IT.  McClelland. 

West  Fairfield. — Rev.  Wm.  Cunningham. 

Wilkesbarre. — George  S.  Rippard. 

Williamsport. — E.  H.  Blair,  II.  Howard  Otto,  W.  A.  Hemingway. 

YorA'.— B.  W.  Kraybill,  Judge  D.  Fahs,  D.  E.  Small,  Dr.  FT.  H. 
Shearer. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  Dorrington,  of  Temperanceville,  the  time 
and  place  of  holding  the  next  Annual  State  Convention,  was  left 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Invitations  were  extended  from  Chambersburg,  Lancaster  and 
Altoona. 

H.  K.  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  urged 
a  prompt  response  from  Associations  to  the  appeal  for  subscrip¬ 
tions. 

On  motion  the  session  adjourned,  closing  with  singing  the 
doxology,  and  benediction  by  Rev.  John  Morrow,  of  Taylorstown 
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EVENING  SESSION.— FAREWELL  MEETING. 

The  last  session  of  the  Convention  was  held  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  was  crowded  before  the  hour  for  com¬ 
mencing  the  exercises.  From  7.15  to  7.45  was  spent  in  Promise 
and  Prayer  meeting.  The  usual  six  o’clock  open-air  meeting 
preceded  this.  At  7.45  the  discussion  oi 

Different  Phases  of  Association  Work, 

was  opened  by  Rev.  Robert  McMillan,  ol  Hermon.  He  said  the 
work  was  divine  in  its  origin,  and  therefore  for  the  welfare  of 
man,  both  for  time  and  eternity.  The  first  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  in  name  was  organized  about  twenty -nine  years  ago  r 
but  is  that  the  beginning  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
in  fact?  We  think  not.  We  find  them  spoken  of  in  the  Bible. 
In  Luke’s  Gospel  we  learn  that  Jesus  Christ  gathered  together 
seventy  of  his  disciples,  and  put  them  at  work  in  the  same  way 
that  we  work,  districting  the  country,  and  going  through  it, 
visiting  from  house  to  house.  But  in  the  Old  Testament  Scrip¬ 
tures  we  also  find  that  three  thousand  years  ago  these  Associa¬ 
tions  existed.  Jehosaphat  sent  princes  and  Levites  and  priests, 
all  through  Israel  to  teach  the  people.  What  an  encouragement 
for  us!  For  as  these  Associations  have  existed  so  long  we  may 
expect  them  to  continue  for  centuries  to  come.  They  are  like 
rivers  that  flow  under  the  soil,  and  then  make  their  appearance 
above,  and  flow  on  until  they  reach  the  ocean.  Thus  these 
Associations  appear  three  thousand  years  ago,  then  disappear, 
then  appear  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  then  disappear,  and  now 
appear  again,  not  to  disappear,  we  trust,  until  the  millennium. 
Let  us  go  forth  then  encouraged  and  strengthened. 

We  may  be  encouraged  here,  but  perhaps  shall  lose  heart  and 
forget  our  resolutions  when  we  get  home  and  find  discourage- 
ments,  but  let  us  look  to  the  blessed  Master,  and  receive  from  him 
that  might  and  power  which  he  gives  to  his  weakest  servants,  and 
then  it  matters  not  how  insignificant  we  are.  Christ  is  in  us ; 
Omnipotence  is  in  us ;  and  you  and  I  can  do  the  work  because 
Christ  is  in  us.  Let  me  point  you  to  good  old  Elisha,  and  ask 
you  to  take  courage  from  him.  His  master,.  Elijah,  was  just 
nbout  to  be  carried  home  in  a  chariot  of  fire  up  to  glory,  and 
Elisha  was  to  be  left  alone  to  finish  the  work — the  reformation 
of  the  land  of  Israel  from  idolatry.  What  does  he  do?  He 
feels  his  need  of  more  strength,  that  he  must  have  even  more  of 
the  spirit  and  power  of  God  than  his  master  Elijah,  and  he  prays 
for  a  double  portion  of  the  spirit  of  Elijah,  and  he  received  the 
baptism  whereby  he  was  enabled  to  go  forth  and  do  the  work. 
When  the  mantle  fell  upon  him,  the  Jordan  in  his  way  was 
divided  as  he  struck  the  waters,  and  looked  to  the  Lord  God  of 
Elijah.  What  now?  Yonder  are  fifty  men  on  the  mountain, 
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and  they  came  down  from  the  mountain-top  and  became  co- 
workers  with  him.  Dear  brother,  as  you  lift  up  your  eye  to 
Jesus  at  the  l-ight  hand  of  God  the  Father  sitting  there  to  dis¬ 
pense  gifts,  ask  him  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  as  you 
do  so  he  will  give  you  that  gift.  Strike  at  the  difficulties  in  the 
name  of  the  Master,  and  they  shall  vanish.  Brethren  at  home 
though  cold,  will  see  that  you  have  got  power  in  communion 
with  Jesus,  and  will  rally  around  you,  and  you  will  be  what 
Elisha  was  in  the  land  of  Israel.  Go  home  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  to  do  exploits  for  Jesus. 

Singing, — “O  my  brother,  see  the  Signal.” 

.Rev-  George  Scholl  of  Altoona,  was  the  next  speaker.  He  re¬ 
quested  that  Prof.  Johnson  would  lead  in  singing  “Blest  be  the 
tie  that  binds,”  after  which  he  would  explain  why  he  made 
this  request.  The  audience  rose  and  sang  this  hymn.  Mi-.  Scholl 
then  said, 

I  am  to  speak  of  the  relation  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  to  the  Church,  and  you  all  know  it  requires  a  great 
deal  of  the  gift  of  grace  and  of  love  in  our  hearts  to  do 
that  rightly,  and  I  wanted  that  beautiful  verse  to  prepare  you 
to  hear,  and  me  to  speak  rightly  on  that  subject.  The  re¬ 
lation  between  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the 
Church. — It  will  not  be  necessary  to  stop  to  inquire  what  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Church  is,  although  we  want  to  know  and  ought  to 
know,  that,  in  order  to  understand  the  relation  of  the  Association 
to  the  Church.  You  will  all  see  that  the  object  of  the  Christian 
Church  is  to  preach  Jesus  Christ  to  mankind.  But  just  now  at 
this  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Christian  Church  it  seems  that 
they  want  to  take  Christ  from  us — the  Divine  Christ,  and  give 
us  a  human  Christ.  Perhaps  not  here  in  Johnstown,  but  there  are 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  meninthis country  and  in  England,  and 
on  the  continent,  in  Germany  and  France,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  who  are  trying  to  do  this.  From  the  laboratory  of  the 
chemist,  the  study  of  the  philosopher,  and  the  professional  chair, 
come  fine  spun  arguments  of  great  plausibility  and  wonderful 
force  and  stretch,  to  show  that  this  Jesus  is  nothing  more  than  a 
good  man ;  that  Confucius,  Buddha,  Socrates,  and  other  great 
reformers  of  the  race  in  their  da}’  have  started  currents  of  thought, 
that  have  run  parallel  with  this  doctrine  of  Christianity,  and 
that  therefore  Jesus  has  nothing  more  than  they.  And  even  from 
hundreds  of  nominally  Christian  pulpits,  nothing  more  than  a 
merely  human  Christ  is  preached.  I  wonder  whether  Jesus  did 
not  know  beforehand,  that  such  times  would  come,  and  whether 
he  did  not  make  provision  for  such  emergency.  How  he  comes 
into  the  world  at  just  the  time  when  there  is  such  a  conflict. 
The  Jews  called  us  Gentiles  dogs.  The  Jews  themselves  were  di¬ 
vided  into  Pharisee,  Sadducee,  Essene,  all  in  conflict  with  each 
other.  Here  comes  Jesus,  a  new  power,  to  obliterate  all  these 
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differences  and  transfuse  them  into  one  universal  brotherhood 
and,  so  far  as  religion  has  taken  hold  of  the  hearts  of  men,  it 
has  actually  acconplished  that.  And  we  find  therefore  that 
Christ  lays  special  stress  on  that,  and  standing  ready  to  be 
sacrificed  he  prays:  “Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them 
also  who  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  word” — us,  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century — “  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us,  that  the  world 
may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.” 

That  is  to  be  the  grand  argument  in  favor  of  Jesus  Christ. 
These  atheists  and  skeptics  will  say,  Jesus  Christ  proposes  to 
make  all  a  universal  brotherhood,  and  if  he  fails  in  that  he  is  not 
what  he  professes  to  be,  because  he  fails  in  accomplishing  what 
he  proposed  to  do.  And  now  I  hold  that  this  is  the  mission  of 
the  Christian  Church  to-day — to  advocate  this  doctrine,  to  stand 
up  for  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  prove  it.  And  how? 
Christ  says,  “That  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  that  the  world 
may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.” 

1  do  not  argue  for  denominational  fusion,  but  for  oneness  of 
spirit,  of  soul,  of  purpose.  That  is  what  we  want.  When  we 
prove  it  in  this  way,  then  we  can  show  an  argument  for  the 
divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  is  our  argument.  I  would  rather 
have  one  such  man  in  my  congregation,  and  say,  there  is  my 
argument,  than  all  the  books  and  sermons  in  the  world  in  favor 
of  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Well  now  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  will  have  this 
tendency  in  this  day  and  age  of  the  Church.  Not  that  we  are 
to  go  around  pulling  down  fences.  Here  is  farmer  A  and  farmer 
B  with  a  fence  between  them.  They  look  over  the  fence  and 
compare  notes,  see  how  each  other’s  crop  is  growing.  After 
a  while  the  fence  rots  down.  They  don’t  mind  it:  there  is  the 
same  kind  of  wheat  in  each  field.  This  is  just  the  way  these 
distinctions  will  give  way,  not  by  pulling  down  fences,  but  by 
letting  them  rot  down.  Breach  J  esus  Christ  and  him  crucified, 
cultivate  the  hearts  of  the  people,  sow  the  seeds  of  truth,  reap 
harvests  of  glory,  never  mind  the  fences,  they  will  rot  down 
after  a  while.  Just  for  fun  I  have  inquired  what  church  such  and 
such  a  brother  belonged  to,  and  I  can’t  find  out.  We  have  come 
together  as  brothers  in  Christ ;  and  bringing  together  and  uniting 
all  as  one,  is  the  grand  mission  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association. 

Singing — “  I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord.” 

The  next  speaker  was  Lev.  S.  A.  Taggart.  The  President  in 
introducing  him  said  he  represented  the  whole  State,  that  he  was 
a  dear  beloved  brother  whose  acquaintance  we  made  two  years 
ago,  and  God  had  chosen  him  for  the  special  work  in  which  he 
was  now  engaged. 

Bro.  Taggart  spoke  of  the  increased  friendliness  among  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  and  of  the  healthful  reflex 
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influence  experienced  by  older  Associations  in  visiting  the 
younger  and  weaker,  and  in  organizing  Associations  where  there 
were  none  established.  He  also  alluded  to  the  increased  fellow¬ 
ship  that  was  fostered  among  the  Christian  young  men  of  the 
country,  and  mentioned  some  touching  incidents  connected  with 
the  recent  National  Convention  held  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  words  of  encouragement  for  those  who  might  rep¬ 
resent  weak  Associations  contending  with  discouragements. 

John  Wanamaker  of  Philadelphia,  was  to  have  made  the  next 
address,  but  being  called  home,  Rev.  Prof.  Hayes,  President  of 
Washington  and  Lafayette  College,  was  introduced  as  his  substi¬ 
tute,  and  delivered  an  eloquent  address  on  Christian  Work. 
Christians  he  said,  are  divided  into  three  classes.  First,  a  small 
handful — if  we  were  not  in  my  friend  Endsley’s  church,  I  would 
say  an  “  elect  ”  few  (Laughter).  If  it  is  a  wet  day,  they  are  sure 
to  come  to  church  and  encourage  the  preacher.  He  is  not  able  to 
do  all  the  work.  The  second  class  is  the  lazy.  Their  religion 
reminds  you  of  the  words,  “  Hark !  from  the  tombs  a  doleful 
sound.”  Then,  there  is  the  third  class — the  stupid,  that  don’t 
know  what  they  are  in  the  Church  for,  but  suppose  the  Church  is  a 
kind  of  dumb  waiter  to  lift  them  xip  to  heaven.  To  wake  them 
up  to  activity  is  a  difficult  task.  This  the  speaker  illustrated  by 
referring  to  a  very  laughable  experience  of  his,  when  a  theolog¬ 
ical  student,  in  attempting  to  rouse  a  sleepy  fellow  student.  Now 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  has  this  difficult  work 
to  do,  and  the  reflex  influence  of  these  Associations  upon  the  church 
in  multiplying  the  instrumentalities  for  the  world’s  conversion, 
is  incalculable. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Hayes  address,  “  I  gave  myself  for 
Thee,”  was  sung  by  Prof.  Johnson  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart. 

H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburg,  was  then  introduced  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  as  an  untiring  and  invaluable  worker  in  the  interests  of 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  and  the  efficient  Chairman 
of  the  State  Executive  Committee — a  brother  beloved  by  all. 
Bro.  Porter  said,  referring  to  the  words  just  sung,  that  in  view 
of  what  Christ  has  done  for  us,  all  our  services  sink  into  utter 
insignificance,  and  yet  he  assures  us  that  even  such  poor  service 
as  we  can  render  is  acceptable  to  him. 

The  beautiful  words  we  have  just  heard  sung,  were  written 
under  the  picture  of  Christ  on  the  Cross,  in  the  study  of  Zinzen- 
dorf,  the  founder  of  Moravian  missions,  and  as  he  read  them 
they  riveted  themselves  on  his  soul,  and  fired  his  heart  with  zeal 
to  do  something  for  his  Master.  How  pleasant  it  is  to  have  tho 
pulpit  and  the  pew  brought  together;  that  the  ministry  and  the 
laity  can  work  together!  These  Associations  are  meant  to  be  as 
little  pickets.  But  what  a  band  of  pickets  !  And  feeling  that 
we  are  this  arm  of  service  to  the  Church,  who  shall  estimate  the 
value  of  the  work  we  may  do  for  Jesus!  There  is  one  objection 
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to  our  name. — The  words  “  Young  Men’s”  I  would  have  effaced  ; 
but  though  they  remain,  it  is  only  in  name  and  not  in  reality 
that  our  Associations  should  be  known  as  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations.  We  want  the  sympathy  and  counsel  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  in  our  work.  Pointing  to  the  bouquets  on  the 
pulpit,  the  speaker  said  how  they  speak  to  us  in  their  beauty, 
sending  forth  not  only  their  own  fragrance,  but  assuring  us  of 
the  sympathy  of  the  ladies  in  our  work! 

Prof.  Johnson  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart  sang,  “The  Rock  that 
is  higher  than  I.” 

Major  Matthews,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
then  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

I. — Temperance. 

Resolved.  That,  recognizing  the  wide-spread  evils  of  intempe¬ 
rance  in  the  gigantic  obstacles  which  it  throws  in  the  way  of  all 
Christian  effort,  this  Convention  hereby  declares  it  to  be  the  duty 
‘of  the  Christian  Associations  of  the  State  to  exercise  their  in¬ 
fluence  in  strengthening  the  existing  temperance  organizations, 
and  that  a  special  and  continued  effort  be  recommended  through 
our  respective  churches,  and  through  all  our  individual  relations, 
towards  cure  for  the  past  and  present,  and  prevention  for  the 
-future. 

II. — Christian  Societies  in  Colleges. 

Resolved,  That  the  religious  association  of  each  college  of  the 
State,  by  whatsoever  name  it  may  he  called,  be  recognized  as  a 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  on  the  same  conditions  as 
other  Associations. 

III. — Young  Men  anl>  Roys. 

Resolved ..  That  the  attention  of  our  Associations  be  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  salvation  of  young  men  is  the  first  great  object  of 
our  organization ;  and  in  this  connection  the  following  recom¬ 
mendations  are  offered  : 

That  each  Association  earnestly  and  prayerfully  address  itself 
to  the  solution  of  the  question — “What  can  be  done  for  boys?” 

That  the  power  of  Christian  women  be  employed  in  reclaiming 
and  holding  young  men,  and  instructing  and  entertaining  boys  ; 
also,  that,  as  far  as  possible,  room  and  apparatus  be  furnished  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  boys  in  order  that  they  may  feel  at  homo 
with  us. 

IY. — The  Use  of  the  Word  of  God. 

Resolved.  That  the  sense  of  this  Convention  is  that  the  use  of 
the  Word  has  been  neglected  very  generally  in  our  Association 
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work,  and  that  one  of  the  most  important  lessons  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  impressed  upon  us  during  these  sessions  is,  that 
the  simple  Word  should  stand  first  as  a  central  attraction  in  all 
Bible  classes  and  Sabbath-schools;  as  a  comfort  and  strength  in 
pi’ivate  and  family  devotions ;  as  a  medium  of  the  Spirit  in 
quickening  us  in  meetings  for  prayer  and  religious  intercourse  | 
and  as  the  most  powerful  weapon  within  our  reach  against  un¬ 
belief  and  all  iniquity. 

Y.— The  Blessing  of  Discouragements. 

Resolved.  That  while  we  have  received,  as  organizations, 
mercies  and  blessings  unnumbered  from  the  gentle  hand  of  our 
Father,  yet  at  no  time  has  he  more  truly  blessed  ns  than  when 
leading  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  and  of  trial.  In  dis¬ 
couragement  he  has  made  known  his  power  to  help,  and  it  be¬ 
hooves  us  henceforth  to  cease  to  look  for  or  to  desire  exemption 
from  a  discipline  through  which  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation 
became  perfect,  and  by  means  of  which  he  leads  his  followers 
into  closer  fellowship  with  himself. 

YI. — Thanks. 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  hereby  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  citizens  of  Johnstown  for  their  unbounded  hospitality 
in  welcoming  us  to  their  homes ;  to  the  pastors  and  churches  for 
their  Christian  courtesy,  and  for  extending  to  us  the  use  of  their 
houses  of  worship;  to  the  Association  of  this  place  for  their  very 
judicious  arrangements  for  the  convenience  of  the  Convention, 
and  for  their  unwearied  efforts  to  promote  the  comfort  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  delegates;  to  the  members  of  the  press  for  their 
accurate  and  elaborate  reports;  and  to  the  railroads  of  the  state 
for  their  courtesy  in  granting  excursion  rates  to  the  delegates 
to  this  Convention,  and  especially  for  their  liberality  in  giving 
annual  passes  to  our  General  Secretary,  thus  enabling  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  to  accomplish  results  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  beyond  their  means. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  W.  Matthews, 

A.  J.  Owens, 

S.  II.  Davis, 

H.  R.  Mosser, 

Farewell  Remarks. 

The  President  then  said :  Dear  Brethren  and  Friends,  we  have 
at  the  closing  moments  of  this  Convention  a  few  parting  words 
to  say,  and  yet  when  I  remember  how  many  phases  of  the  work 
have  been  presented  to  you  to-night,  and  that  they  are  but  very 
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few  of  the  many,  you  will  see  that  the  object  we  have  in  view  is  a 
great  one,  an  arduous  and  noble  one.  We  are  to  go  out  in  the 
communities  in  which  we  live,  and  to  warn  the  young  men  of  the 
dangers  surrounding  them.  There  are  various  ways  in  which  this 
is  done,  some  of  which  have  been  alluded  to  here  to-night. 
Alluding  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  he  said,  the  more  we 
look  into  this  blessed  Word  of  God  the  more  precious  it  becomes. 
Let  me  exhort  you  all  to  study  it  diligently.  It  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  we  build  the  best  charities. 

And  now,  dear  friends  of  Johnstown,  1  have  one  request  to 
make.  Here  is  an  Association  in  your  community  that  needs 
your  sympathy,  your  encouragement  and  prayers.  Mothers,  say 
to  your  sons,  Join  the  Association  and  give  it  your  help.  Fathers, 
speak  an  encouraging  word  to  your  son  the  first  opportunity 
that  offers.  Sisters,  whisper  sweetly  in  the  ears  of  your  brothers 
to  take  part  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Pastors 
— and  I  am  glad  to  see  there  is  but  one  sentiment  among  you  here, 
continue  your  words  of  encouragement  to  these  dear  young  men, 
and  they  will  not  betray  your  trust. 

And  now,  if  I  were  to  say,  Thanks  to  you,  dear  friends,  it 
would  be  only  repeating  the  sentiment  already  expressed  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  We  do  from  our 
hearts  thank  you  for  the  kind  hospitality  we  have  received  at 
your  hands,  and  for  the  hearty  welcome  you  gave  us  the  other 
evening. 

Prof.  Johnson  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart  led  in  singing  a  beauti¬ 
ful  hymn,  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus,  “I  am  waiting  for 
the  fire.”  Rev.  Mr.  Morrow  led  in  prayer,  and  after  another 
hymn, 

Rev.  Mr.  Fink,  of  Johnstown,  said :  A  few  days  ago  it  was  our 
privilege  to  welcome  you  to  our  midst.  We  cannot  let  you  go 
without  saying  a  word,  and  that  word  shall  be  a  word  of  thanks. 
I  am  sure  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  every  member  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  here,  and  of  our  churches  and  peo¬ 
ple,  when  I  say  in  their  name,  we  thank  you  for  having  come. 
W  e  now  have  one  word  more  to  say ;  we  thank  you  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  have  exhibited  in  our  community  the  Christian 
life,  for  the  words  you  have  spoken,  the  hopes  you  have  aroused 
in  our  hearts;  and  before  you  go  we  want  to  say  to  you,  Farewell  1 
but  that  word  is  too  cold ;  we  would  say,  Good-bye,  God  bless 
you  all.  We  part,  but  not  forever;  we  hope  to  meet  again  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  “  in  the  sweet  by-and-by.” 

Rev.  Dr.  Endsley  followed,  saying:  It  was  my  pleasant  duty 
to  welcome  you  the  other  evening,  in  the  name  of  the  Christian 
churches  of  this  place.  I  have  attended  most  of  your  sessions, 
and  carefully  noted  your  proceedings,  and  I  must  say  I  have 
been  most  profoundly  impressed  with  the  spirit  in  which  you 
have  transacted  your  business,  and  with  the  fact  that  you  came 


here  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Now  I  want  to  say,  1  unite  with  my 
-dear  Bro.  Fink,  in  thanking  you  from  the  depths  of  my  heart 
for  your  visit.  You  have  done  me  good,  and  1  know  there  will 
be  glorious  results  from  your  meeting  here.  We  shall  never 
forget  the  stirring  tones  of  your  Taggart,  the  sweet  heavenly 
inelody  of  your  Johnson,  the  persuasive  voice  of  your  Porter, 
the  burning  logic,  and  the  stirring  eloquence  of  your  Hayes,  the 
nervous,  rapid,  earnest  utterances  of  your  McMillan.  May  God 
bless  you  all,  and  make  the  coming  year  not  only  as  the  past, 
but  much  more  successful. 

Bev.  Mr.  Flemming  said :  It  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  at 
this  hour  to  detain  you  longer  than  to  say  Good-bye.  I  have  no 
words  to  express  my  feelings.  Since  your  afternoon  session,  I 
have  stood  by  the  bed  of  the  dying,  and  then  again  before  two 
bright-faced  ones,  and  united  them  in  those  blessed  bonds  that 
bind  hearts  together,  and  this  is  what  kept  me  from  your 
gathering  to-night  until  a  late  hour.  And  I  have  had  only  one 
thought  since  coming  here,  and  that  is,  that  the  death  of  Christ’s 
believing  ones  is  precious  in  his  sight,  and  that  the  Church  is  the 
Lamb’s  wife ;  and  I  think  that  in  that  “  sweet  by-and-by,”  and 
at  that  marriage  feast  from  which  they  will  go  no  more  out 
forever,  that  among  the  most  precious  jewels  with  which  the 
King  Avill  deck  his  bride  will  be  the  fellowship  that  the  Christian 
people  of  Johnstown  have  enjoyed  with  the  delegates  of  this 
Convention.  Good-bye.  God  be  with  you,  bless  and  preserve 
your  going  out  and  coming  in  from  this  time  forth,  and  even 
for  evermore  I 

The  audience  rose,  at  the  conclusion  of  these  remarks,  and 
joining  hands,  sang,  £i  Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,  our  hearts  in 
Christian  love.”  The  doxology  was  then  sung,  and  Bev.  Dr 
Hill  pronounced  the  benediction.  Thus  ended  the  seventh  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  Pennsyl- 
ania — an  occasion  that  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of  those 
who  participated  in  it. 
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In  the  Editorial  Department  neither  t 
best  family  paper  in  the  country — as  it  is  in  t 
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We  venture  to  state  that  you  cannot  obtain  so  much  that  is  good,  beautiful,  and  useful ,  as 
will  be  found  in  The  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  for  the  sum  of 
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DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE. 
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It  is  just  that  which  the  instructor  of  an  intelligent  Bible-class  would  wish  for,  in  preparing  to 
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books  in  the  land. 
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THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORLD,  for  1874,  will  aim  to  make  its  lessons  the  most  complete 
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velopes.  with  any 
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512  Arch  St.,  and  511  North  St.,  Phila. 


EVERY 


T5T.  IVC.  CL  .A.- 
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and  do  what  he  can  to  introduce  it  in  every  neighborhood  he  visits.  At 
least,  some  of  the  leading  Y.  M.  C.  A.  workers  in  our  State,  have  expressed 
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the  leading  Superintendents,  Officers  and  Teachers,  in  most  of  our  Sunday- 
Schools  ?  To  them  The  Times  desires  to  come  weekly,  with  its  full  notes, 
in  every  department,  on  the 

International  Sunday-School  Lesson, 

with  a  wealth  of  helps  in  its  Expositions,  Commentary,  Teachers’  meeting, 
Blackboard,  Infant  class,  etc.,  etc.,  offering  every  facility  for  getting  and 
giving  the  Lesson,  as  well  zs  hints,  counsels,  and  directions  as  to  Sunday- 
School  organizations,  methods,  management;  with  Sunday-School  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  ;  abounding  in  stimulus  and  encouragement,  and  every¬ 
thing  human  that  a  teacher  can  need.  Besides  all  this,  c.  he  Times  is  a 

Splendid  Family  Newspaper, 

pure,  wholesome,  sunny,  such  as  can  be  safely  introduced  and  warmly  recom¬ 
mended  in  ouf  Christian  Homes,  irrespective  of  denomination,  tor  The 
Times  is  unsectarian  and  unsectional.  The  very  best  and  brightest  writers 
for  the  religious  press  in  this  country  are  engaged  in  giving  brilliance,  substance, 
anti  worth  to  its  columns. 


Terms,  $2  a  Year, 

with  special  deductions  for  Churches  and  Sunday-Schools  ordering  in 
quantities. 

Write  to 

JOHN  WANAMAKER, 

Publisher  and  Proprietor, 

(i  10  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


